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II. The Chriſtian's Support under all Afflictions: Belng the 
Divine Meditations of John Gerhard, D. D. S Waden 
GO D's Love to Mankind, the Benefits of Chriſt's Paſſion, 
and the Advantages of a Holy Life; newly rende d into 
Engliſh from the Original Latin, and Prayers ſutted to each 
Meditation, by T. Rowell, M. A. Rector of Great Creſing- 
bam, Norfolk, 120. Price 3 % 1 
III. De vous CO Or, a Compleat | 
Manual of Devotions, fitted for moſt of the concerns of Hu- 
man Life; with particular Offices for Sick and Dyi 1 
ſons: To which is added, The NN Lat PE: Eatiſe 
explaĩniug the Nature, Deſign and Benefit of the Holy Sacra- 
ment, with ſuitable Devotions, Collected from the Works 
of Abp. T:otſon, Bp. Taylor, Bp. Kenn, Bp. Beveridge, 
. Patrick, Dr. Scott, Dr. Horneck, Dr. Stanhope, &c. 
34d. Edition, 120. Price2 s. 6 d. | 
IV. The Foundation of the -preſent Government Defended, 
in two Parts, 1. Some Conſiderations humbly offer'd to the 
Right Reverend the Lord Biſhop of Exeter; occafion'd by 
his Lordſhip's Sermon preach'd before Her Majeſty, March 
the 8th, 1708, 2. An Humble Reply to the Lord Biſhop of 
Exeter's Anſwer, and a Poſtſcript relating to The beſt An- 
ſwer ever was made, &c. By Benj. Hoadly, M. A. Rector 
of St. Peter's Poor, Price 1 s. 6d. Bound, 
V. The Caſe of Sodomy, in the Tryal of Mervin Lord 
Audley, Earl of Caſtlebaven, for committing a Rape: And 


Sodomy with two of his Servants, viz. (Lawrence Fitz- p 


Patrickand Thomas Brodway) who was Try'd and Condemn'd 
by his Peers on the 24th of April, and Beheaded on Tower- 
bil, May 14th, 1631. with bis Articles of Belief, ſent in a 
Letter to his Son; the Letter he writ to his four Siſters, 
and his — at the Place of Execution: Likewiſe the 
Condemnation and Confeſſion of his two Servants, 
4 who were Executed at Tyburn, the 6th of July after, 


ich their Dying Speeches, 80. Price 6 d. 
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JOHN ATHERTON, 
. Biſhop of Waterford i in breland ; 
W H O 


Was Convicted of the Sin of e with a 


co, and other Creatures; for which he was 
Hang 4 at Dublin, December the 5th, I 640. 


WITH 


tion, and the Letters he ſent to his Wife and two 
Darighrers the Night before his Execution. 


| To which is added 
The Sermon Preach'd at his Funeral, the Night lacs 


with ſome farther Account of his Life. 


The N Written L Nicolas Barnprd Dean 
of Ardagh, at the Command of Oy 
vu S H E R. and to him Dedicated. 


LONDON: 


| Printed for E. Curl, at the Dial and Bible 4950 
St. Dunſtan's Church i in Fleerſtreet, and Sold by 
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his Execution, in St. Johns Church, Dublin; 
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A full Account of his Behaviour after his Condemna- | | 
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"A. ſuing Pages would be altogether 
unnece ſſary, were it not, that there are 
ſome Perſons who at firſt ſight, without 
any Con ſideration, will Cenſure the Re- 


rect iy level d to Aſperſe the Epiſcopal 


Order; but the Intent being quite other- 


wiſe, there needs not any Apology. Had 
that Pious and Learned Prelate, Biſhop 
Uſher, . entertain'd ſuch. Thoughts, be 


nould never have Commanded the Wri- 


ting and making Publick the Fact; nei- 


ther can the Scandal of any one Perſon, 


tho ever IG Ipnominious, reflect upon 4 


Community, if rightly conſider d, as is 
moſt admirably ſhewn by. Dean Barnard 


* 9 7 
. % 


in the following Account. © . 


Having about two Years ago, Publiſh'd | 
from an ancient Original Manuſcript, 
The Tryal at large (taken in Court) of 


Mer- : 
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Advertiſement. 


 Mervin Lord Audley, Earl of Caſtle- 
haven, fo Sodomy, &c. for which be | 


was Beheaded Anno 1631. and fence 
meeting with the Caſe of this: Biſhop, 


who was Guilty of the ſame Unnatural 
Crimes, but the Perſans vaſtly different 
in Themſelves 75 my Lord Audley, 
after the faireſt Tryal and cleareſt Con- 
vickion, retain d ſuch a Spirit of Obſty- 
nacy, that be deny'd the Fact to the loſt, 
tho his two Servants upon whom he com- | 
mitted the Sin, own'd it at their Ex- | 


ecution with the greateſt Penitency. 


Biſhop Atherton indeed Behav d 
himſelf ſomewhat .indecently upon - bis 


Tryal, for which he was univerſally 
blam'd ; but after his Condemnation was 
Jo far from endeavouring in the leaſt to 


palliate his Crimes, that he not only con- 


feſs'd em with the greateꝶt Abbarrence, 


but freely open d the inmoſt Receſſes of his 


Soul, and declar d the very Temptations 
Fe i whic 
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Advertiſement. 


which induc'd him to commit thoſe abomi- 


| nable Facts for which he Suffer d. 


All that is neceſſary to add farther 


| th, That the only Reaſon and Intention 
of Reprinting at this time the following 


Sheets, was no other than this, viz. 


That the Caſes being ſomewhat Parallel, 
and the only ones which were ever 
pro d Criminal in this part of the 
1* World, might by Their Examples, 


being known, deter ſuch Perſons as 
* | 


are unnaturally Vicious, from commit- 
D 


: ting the like Offences. 


D. L. 
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re] To the Moſt | | 
[RE VEREND. 
Father in GOD, 
TAMES USHER, 


Lord Archbiſhop of 
1 R M A G H, 
And Primate of all 


7 R E E A N D. 


"Me it pleaſe Tour Grace, 


5 HESE little Traftates, as ahi derive 
their Being from Your Grace's Comm 
A fo{like — to the Sea) do they return 
o Lou again. Accept them as the firſt Fruits of Your 
wn Induſtry upon the Author; who muſt ever ac- 
nowledge he owes himſelf alſo. What Paulinus 
vrites to 8. Auguſtine, Os tuam fiſtulam aquæ vive, 
venam fontes æterni merito dixerim, cij us defiderio- 
tilt in te anima mea, & ubertate tui i fAluminis inebriars 
terra 


: MA 


"ſting alſo, and the Load-Srone that gave me a happy | 


Which, if others in this Age had been drawn, I be- 


tinu d 


* 85 
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Epittle  Dedicatory. 


terra mea concupivit, was indeed the Cauſe of my thir 


| in your Service, many Years agon out of my 
native Soyl into this Kingdom, which, methinks, | 


this Year, by Your Abſence, hath ſuffer d a great | 


this floating Age, ſuch. a Steexſ-man,. nor ſo pious a | 
Prince, ſo precious an Ear-Ring · That which is related 3 


E 
Eclipſe, and yet we cannot - grudge the Church in : 
F 
of the fore-nam'd Father, Menſam habebat hoſpitibus % : 


 Expoſitam ſed frugiferis ſermonibus, magit-quam exquiſits i 


eduliis opiparamy ſemper de re quadam frugifera commen- ip, 
tabatur, ut non minus animi convivarum reficirentur % 
Guam corpora, is fo well known to be Your Graces 
daily Practice, that it needs no further Application, 
the Offals of whoſe Diſcourſe carefully gather'd up, 
were able to perfet a Divine to every good Mork, in a 
word, Eraſmuss Deſcription of him, by what 
St. Paul requires in a Biſhop, methought in the read- 
ing (mutato nomine) it was your own Picture, bj 


_ the Office had never been ſo much as que- F 
tion'd. 5 
The very Subjects of both theſe Diſcourſes, were 


they wrote by whomloever, could not but claim an 


Intereſt in Your Grace. The Converſion of Sinners, by 

a conftant Preaching, (who, unleſs a Stranger in Iſrael) 
but muſt acknowledge to be Your Character. Nay, this 
and much more, is no News to Strangers, whole large 
Relation from Abroad, may prevent any further from 
Home, only tis no Flatrexy to atteſt it. Your con- 
Motto of V mibi ſi non evangelizavero, both in 
Your Epiſcopal and Archiepiſcopal Seals is as*worthy Þ + 
of Memory, as Imitation; where that Woe may light 

I know not, but ſurely St. Paul's repofita eſt mibs coro- 
na, will be your Portion. How little Tour Grace 


affects theſe kind of Expreſſions, I am not now to learn, 


and for my ſelf, let this be my Plea againſt any Miſ-Y. 
EAN ns | | : judgings| * 


. 


Fpittle Dedicatory. 


Ur- judgings in others, Rare Examples ought to be ſet up 


P) 7 Lights, where they may be ſeen ; and, in the Words 
my i of St. Paul, 1 wiſh it might be a Means to proveks fo 
wks, | Emulation thefe which are my Fleſh, and might ſave ſome 


reat f them : Fac tu ſimiliter, is the only intended Moral: 
in he ſtill the Honour of your Nation, the ſacred Firſt- 
$ 2 Fruits of this College, the Prime Light of this our 
ated Iſrael, where anne, © to Foſhua's Wiſh) You may, 
ibu Mike the Sun, ſtand fil in the Firmament of our 
en Church, till all the Enemies of it, be made its Fooe- 
nen- tool So prays many Thouſands, and among them, 
ntur Fas having moſt cauſe, 5 | 
ace s N 
ion, 


up, Tour Grace's moſt humble 
hat se nd aſfectionate Servant, 


Drage, 
April 18. 1641. 


N. BAANA RD. 


n n * 
| T0 DHRE- 


E RE ADEN 
9 5 Ccording to my Directions in ſome Circumſtances, | 
| q: thou haſt here preſented this penſive Relation, 
finiſh d indeed, long gon, but delay d the Preſs hitherto, i} 
by ſome unuſual Miſcarriage. Howſorver it fals ou: 5 
to be as ſeaſonable now. Some ſcandals Papers lately F 
Printed in the Abuſe of him, and full of Miſtakes, | 
pretended to bave their Original from my ſelf, may 
likely have come to thy View, but let this vindicate 
bim, and give thee full Sati faction in both, Had I | 
| been commanded this Service ſooner, thou mightſt poſ- i} 
fibly have had ſome other uſeful Paſſages remembred. 
And bad it not been in ſo buſie a time, it may be, it 
might bave appe ar d more refined, As it u, for the 
Matter, believe it to be wholly true, as coming | 
from one, whom no Relation whatſorver can ſuſpect 
him partial. For the Style, the plainer it a, the 
more fitting a Narration; and I have the rather af. 
feclad it, that the Profit intended, might be of a fur- | 
ther Extent. Read it with ſhunning theſe two Rocks, :. 
Preſumption and Deſpair. The former, by the Dif- fte 
ficulty and Hazard thou ſhale find him labouring in at s » 
the fiigt; the latter, by that Mercy he obtain d at laſt, Me 
where thou ſeeſt God's ſpecial Work magnifie it; am 
bleſſed Change in a Sinner, rejoyce at it, any thing; 
exemplary for thy ſelf, be not thy own Enemy ſo much 
4 to ſlight it. Let God have the Glory, thou the Yuſti 
Benefit; the Church clear d of Scandal, and be bath er 
bis Defire, who 15 5 | 


Thine in him, by whom are all things, lic 


MN B. 
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2 ' The, Penitent DEATH 
of Speech, to Preach the Law to him, to aggravate his 
Sins by the higheſt Circumſtances, that he might grow but 
ſenſible of the Flames of Hell: In Subjects of this nature We 
ſpent near two Hours, when I left him pliable, only with | 
this Aſſurance, that in Chrift his Sins were Pardonable. . 
His Requeſt then was, that I would not leave the Town, ! 
till I left him in better caſe z that as he had begun, ſo he 1 
would continue to open himſelf unto me, and would in all 
things be ordered by me, and prayed me to ſee the end of 
him; to which I conſented. / ( __ 3 9 
As a Preparative to the main, I adviſed him to = # 
afide-all rich Cloathing, and to put on the meaneſt he had. 
Tolet the — bo kept dark: To deprive himſelf of | 
the Pleaſure of any Company, but ſach as came to give him 
Spiritual Counſel, and ſo commit himſelf cloſe Priſoner to 
his own Thoughts; that if upon neceſſity any Meat was 
brought unto him, he ſhould eat it in a ſdlitary way alone: 
And chiefly to give himſelf to faſting, even to the afflicting 
of his Body, which he had ſo Pamper'd, as a means I 
effect the ſorrow of the Soul. To have his Coffin made, and 
brought into his Chamber, which howſoever they were 
but ſmall things in themſelves, yet altogether were very 
conducible to, a farther end, as he acknowledged after- 
wards, | | i 
I went to him uſually three times a day. To relate 
what Diſcourſe we had, and what moſt affected him would | 
be tedious z In ſhort, he firſt entred into a ſerious and ſpe- | 


OD Os my omen wm . 


cial conſideration of all his Sins, in Thought," Word and Deed, I 


of Omiſſion, or Commiſſion, againſt GO D, or Man, 
which he drew out according to the ſeyeral Command- 
ments, of which they were Breaches, and for his Memory, 
put all into one Inditement, wherein he might at once, as 
in a Glaſs, view the Face of his Soul. After this rough | 
Draught, that he might be the more aſtoniſhed, he went 
oyer them again with marginal Aggravations, whereby 

they became exceeding ſinſul, by the Circumſtances of 
Time when, Place where, and againſt whom, contrary to 
the Light of Knowledge, often Checks of Conſcience, 
many ſeaſonable Admonitions in Publick and Private, not- 
withſtanding the apparent hand of God in ſeveral Croſſes, 
ſpecial Mercies, unexpected Preſervation. Then he con- 


rd with what Preſumption be had ſinned, even before fe b 


God's Face, tho he knew he was by him, and looked on 
all the while, Hamam s Aggravation for Eſther. The Thieves 
Conde mnation to ſteal before the Judges eyes. What Hardneſs 
of Heart after it, tho” he_could not but know God was 

| | | 7 1 an- 


| of Biſop ATHERTON. 3 


angry with him, yet continued careleſs whether he were 


pleaſed or no: (ſuch an Anſwer of a Servant in a ſmall matter 
would much nay bis Maſter.) His reproving, and ſharp 
cenſuring others for the ſame Faults (which muſt need 
leave him altogether inexcuſable, and farther bind him 
over to Condemnation.) His often Relapſes after Vows in 
Sickneſs, after receiving the Sacrament of the Lord's Sup- 

r, each of which Sins ſo often reiterated, added to the 


A | heap, as Multiplying of the ſame Figures do in Numbers 


N a great Plea againſt a Rebel being often Pardoned. Upon 


und how unhappy ſuch, whoſe hardned Hearts could not 


PZ this in the next Place did he make a ſtand, in thinking 
= what a miſerable Condition he muſt needs be in, if he 


ſhould now Die in his Sins, viz. A loſt and undone Man 


for ever. He imagined with himſelf, as if he now ſaw 
the day of Judgment ſet, heard the Trumpet ſounding, 
: the Voice crying, Ariſe ye dead ; as if he beheld the Graves 


opening, the Earth and Sea, like G O D's Goal, giving 


up the Priſoners, our Saviour upon his Throne, in flaming 
fire, both Judge and Witneſs; every Man's Life, and his 
1 2 reſt, reading before Men and Angels, and in 
conclu 

Soul; Hell accordingly with his wide Mouth enlarged to 


jon a final Sentence pronouncing upon his Body and 


receive him, thoſe Spirits of Darkneſs ready to ſeize on 


him, their Priſoner. 


Theſe Thoughts and the like work'd upon him in ſome 


Frights and Aſtoniſhments, but a Spirit of Contrition and 
Compunction, he complained was far from him: How 
Joften did I hear Wim crying out, 0h! can you give me any 
Neceipt that will work ny Heart into Tears and Sorrow. The 


Eye of his Underſtanding, he confe(s'd, was ſufficiently en- 
lightned, his Conſcience ſmitten; but ſtill his Heart and 
Iſſections were hardned. All ny Friends, ſaid he, as aſpam d 


f me, bave forſaken me : But f GO D withdraw bis Grace 
Vom me, what ſhall I do? And fo deſir d me to ſpeak to any 


in the Town, whom I thought would be Compaſſionate of 
is Condition, to Pray for him, for which he _— there 
as more cauſe than for any bodily Sickneſs. - And here by 
is own Experience (whatſoever. he had before uttered) ' 
e utterly condemned that Doctrine of Free- will naturally 
n Man to any ſaving good, that tho' it be in his own 
Power, thus to kill himſelf, yet it is not to make himſelf 
alive again. How firmly did he now believe Repentance | 
o be the Gift of God, that it is- he that worketh the Will and 
he Deed. How happy did he apprehend thoſe that had 
oben Hearts, though not bound up again with Comfort: 


Re- 


Sins pardonable. The thing he only wanted was God's 


loaded his Conſcience to me in ſome Particulars, but with 


4 The Penitent DEATH = 
Repent, tho ſwimming in all Earthly Contents: And yet 
herein he had à Door of Hope, that his dry Soul in time 
ſhould be watered with this Dew of Heaven, in that God 
did not give him over with Cain unto Deſpair z but ſtill he 
ſtuck to his firſt Principle, that Mercy was attainable, his 


Act in r upon him that Spirit of Grace and Supplication, 
whereby he might mourn, and be in Brtterneſs of Weeping 
for them. He ſaw, that there was 4 Fountain of Salvation 
opened to him for Sin, and for Uncleanneſs : But his caſe 8 
was like the poor impotent Man at the Pool of Betheſda, 2 
wanted one to put him in: His firſt Supporter in this Caſe ! 
was that of Nehemiah, who deſir d to fear God, and that 
of our Saviour, Du that are heavy laden, and whoſoever pe 
will, whoſoever is athirſt, come: And indeed this was ſome 
Change in him, before he was wont to fling the Thoughts 
of Grief out of his Mind, did his utmoſt to put them from Shi; 
him: Now he bewailed their abſence, he grieved that he vi 
could not Mourn. To be altogether inſenſible, is very 
oppoſite to the State of Grace; but to be ſenſible of an In- Im 
ſibleneſs proceed from ſome already. The Sight and Senſe zn 
of Sin was ſome Pledge of a farther Perfection, at leaſt that yh 
God had not given him over unto Death, as Manoah's Wife 
ſaid to her Husband, zf the Lord were pleaſed to kill us, be 
would not have ſhewn us thus much, nor told us ſuch things as | 
the Co | | k 

15 this wreſtling with God for Repentance, and ſuch a 
meaflre of Godly Sorrow, that might be proportionable 
for ſo great a Sinner, was Monday and part of Tueſday 
ſpent by him: When in the Afternoon upon ſome further 
Diſcourſe, the Grief of his Soul being now ripened, burſt 
forth, and his Mind being a Burthen to himſelf, he un- Fi 


ſach a flood of Tears, caſting himſelf down to the ground, 
taking me by the hand, and deſiring me to knee] down 
by him, and Pray for him, that I have never ſeen the i 
like; whereas before he could ſwallow groſs Acts without 
Trouble, now only the T houghts of his Yes, ut him toe 
a moſt grievous Agony, that aſtoniſh*d, and drew Tears 
from me. A good Foundation to begin at the Heart. Evil 
Thoughts and Affections homſoever common, yet ought to be r 
of no ſmall reckoning with us: The firſt Sin of the Devil$46j 
(being a Spirit) could be no other. 1 6 Sy 

And here 'tis obſervable that, as they ſay, a Pine Apple 
or a Flint are ſooner broken upon a ſoft Bed, than on a: 
hard Floor; ſo the repreſenting unto him, the moſFike ' 


Com. 


I of Biſhop. ATHERTON. 5 
yet : aſſionate, Merciful Nature of GO D, willing yet to be 


ime Friends with him, ſo apt to forgive and forget all Injuries; 
Jod ſay, the opening unto him the Infinite, ſweet Diſpoſition 
1 he f Chriſt, whom he had offended, raiſed up in him this 
his Holy Indignation againſt himſelf; and was a means to 
,od's Melt him into an Entrance of this happy Condition: 
tion, Many that never could be moved with Threatnings, have 
ping een overcome with Kindneſs, is the Argument of the A- 
tz0n poſtle, Rom. 12. I. | | | 
caſe And after this, by ſome Interruption of other Company; 
eſda, was compell'd to leave him till late at Night; when I 
aſe Found him getting farther ground of himſelf: And that 


that Time was the firſt I heard him Pray; the main Subject 
ever peing a Sorrowſul, large Confeſſion of his Vileneſs, with 
ſome Meep Aggravations; prevalent Arguments for Mercy; 
ights pearty Thankfulneſs for any beginnings of Breakings in 
Fm Fim; and ſending a Brother willing to bear the Burthen 
at he vith him, which with divers others were ſo aptly and fully 
very Expreſt z and in that Latitude, that as it was beyond my 
n In- Imagination, ſo it wrought much upon my Affection; 
Senſe zand this was the firſt Time he ſaid, he ever felt indeed 
that hat belong'd to Prayer: He had ſaid one over often as 
Wife pthers uſually do, but he found a great Difference between 
s, he Fhat and the Spirit of Prayer; ſo we parted for that Night. 
gs 45 The next Day, he deſir'd we might keep together in 
he Nature of a ſolemn Faſt; when no Body came to him 
ich a put my Self, from Nine of the Clock till between Three and 
nable Four in the Afternoon, which he {et apart for the finiſhing 
ue ſday hat he had begun before, Such a Countenance of à Per- 
rther lexed Soul did I never ſee, as his ſeemed to me, that Morn- 
burſt Ing at our firſt meeting; ſo fore had the weight of his 
e un- Pins preſſed his feeble Conſcience that Night, in a pri- 
with Fate Audit between GOD and Himſelf. 
ound, At our, Entrance, he deſir d me again to ſtir up in him a 
downWrther Apprehenſion of his wretched Condition, how odious 
n theÞis Sins had made him in his Sight, with whom he had 
thout how to do; that the nearer he drew to GO D, the more 
im toſße might, like Job, abhor himſelf. To uſe his own Words, 
Tears Pray, faid he, deal truly, freely and impartially with me. 
Evil Took not upon me, as one that hath had ſome Honour in the 


to be ſpburch (from which I am worthily fallen) but as upon the moſt 
Devil HAbjedt, Baſe Perſon in the World: He was reſolv'd to ſet 

limſelf as before GO D's Tribunal, and to pour forth his 
AppleHeart' fully unto me: The thing he only deſir'd, was a 
1 on aſſarther Spirit of Compunction, that his Eyes might be 


moſt i ke Jeremiah s, a fountain of Tears, to weep day and night : 
Com- f N | Af 


- 


Senſe and Sorrow for thoſe Sins, which he was now about} 


| this, many Conflicts and Doubts affaulted him, whicl 


V% + GE... 
Aſter ſome ſuch Inſtructions as he had deſir'd, he fell upor l 
his Knees with a moſt Afſectionate Prayer, in the Ac- 
knowledging of GO D's Omnipreſence and Omniſcience, 
Infinite Wiſdom and Juſtice, Cc. Praying for a farther 
to rip up without any Extenuation or Concealing z and of 
ſet open his Heart, indeed in-a plenary particular Confeſſion 
of all the Sins he could remember from his Youth till 
now; but with ſuch bitter Tears and ſorrowful Sighs, the 
whole time either upon his Knees, or proſtrating himſelf 
upon the Ground, as cannot be expreſſed : Which took ſo 
with me, as 1 zever wept more at the loſs of my deareſt 
Friend: And in Concluſion, after he had thus unlock'd 
(to uſe his own Words) the Magazin of his Sinful Soul (for 
which his Shame was as evident as his Grief) he entreated 
me, if I could diſcern any true 'Penitency in him, and 
judged him to be in the State of Pardon, To pronoumct D 
it to him in Chriſt's ſtead, that it would be ſome Comfort? 
to his Conſcience for me to declare ſo much unto him: 
But what Tears fell on both ſides, how he prayed both 

before and after, that G OD would ratifte it in Heaven, m 
and ſeal it inwardly to his Soul, can ſcarce be imagin d. 
Now, howſoever he found ſome preſent Eaſe in this 
emptying himſelf, yet ſtill he grew very Jealous, that he wag 
not yet come to that depth of Sorrow requiſite for ſo grea 
a Sinner. The Fears and Troubles of Francis Spira he 
wiſh'd for, whoſe Life and Death he had a great Deſire ti 
read, but I thought it not fitting. One thing tha 
troubled him long, was my Weeping with him, gathering** 
from thence, that if an Ear-Witneſs were ſo moved, Wha! 
ſhould the Party himſelf be Plunged into? He began ta: 
find already ſuch Sweetneſs in Tears for Sin, as he ware 
Praying like thoſe in the Goſpel, Lord evermore give uſt" 
this Bread; deſird there were-a Well of ſuch Irving Wat 
in him, that might ſtream down his Cheeks continually 
will'd that he might be in them wafted over into anothe# 
World, and till then not to be wiped from bis eyes. Afﬀeel 


would be too many to relate. Perplexed he was at th 
Conſideration of Tome Paſſages of Humiliation in Aba 
Felix, Judas, finding that wicked Men may cry earneſtly 
for Mercy, and yet have little Love to GOD, leſs ti 
Grace, A Paſſage he read caſually of Fancis Spzra, dil 
ſturb'd him more, viz. Thas he beggedfor Grace it ſelf, as Ntak 
Bridge to get to Heaven by. Sometimes he doubted if th 
Time and Cauſe of his Return, being ſo late, and = ( 
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upor : [Neceſſity would be accepted, Seldom did he think of 


e Ac- any Paſſionate fit of Mourning, ſuch as David's for Abſalom, 
cience, Mbut he thought preſently it check'd him for his Sins, ta be 


arther Mas nothing, which being ſo great, and the Iſſue ſo Miſe- 
about frable, even the loſs of his Soul, he judged ſhould have 


exceeded them much, both in Meaſure and Continuance. 
When in theſe and divers others he was fatisfy*d, then 
il Fears of another nature roſe, vi. That if he were truly 
Metting out of the Devil's Snare, it could not be, but he 
hould be purſued with farther Horrors and Terrors, 
3 ending to Deſpair, which he had not felt. In this he was 
hus ſatisfy*'d, that Expectation of Temptations was a 
Preparation for them; and ſuch the Devil did not uſually 
et upon: And that if ever he did appear, it would be in 
ſome Wiles, and at ſuch times as he ſhould leaſt ſuſpect he 


n, and ihad a Hand in them; which I verily believe did fo fall 
ou, but in ſome Diſtractions afterwards. The many Obections, 
»mfort which he not only found, but ſtudied againſt himſelf, as it 
him: was a Task too clear, ſo a School to learn much Experience 
L both in; ſo fearful was he of any Rocks, which in this Milt 
eaven might ſplit him, fo ſuſpicious of any Sands that might 
nd. ſwallow him, fo accurate in ſearching out any ſecret Leak 
n thiSwithin himſelf, that might ſink him; ſo fearful and full 


f Doubts was he, till he found himſelf anchor'd upon 
Bate and firm Ground, The Story of Manaſſes he read 
often, who beginning to repent in Fetters, as he had now 
in Priſon, was a Comfort to him. 

On Thurſday Morning he deſir'd to receive the Holy Sa- 
rament, wh I — my {elf with ſuch Matter as I 
onceived fit for him, by way of Preparation; and {o 
vith ſome others appointed to Communicate with him, he 
Freceiv'd it with Penitential Expreſſions, and after that was 
Womewhat comforted. He deſir'd me to flay Dinner with 
Shim, as the laſt ſet Meal he intended in this World. The 
NMagnanimity of the Man I did much admire, his Chear- 
Hulneſs in counting how many Hours he had to live, his 
olid Counſel to his Wife, who (upon his Diſcourſe of 
ic Death, and Thankfulneſs to G O for this Puniſhment} 
Well into a Paſſion; his Comforting of her, that he was 
pon an Advancement; And why ſtould ſhe be againſt it? 
hat his Sins were not the greater for the Shame he was 
2 ſuffer; that the only thing to he feared in Death, is 


| he Guilt of Sin, tbe ſtin 4 7t, which he hoped was now 
f, as taken out; that he — O D, who had forgiven the 
if thin, would alſo in time abate the Scandal, and provide 


Fer her alla, * could by 32 xely upon Fi. 8 


— 
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he deſir'd to have largely declared unto him. Then was 
his Coffin brought into his Chamber (tho? he was diſpleas d 


bim, &c. now viſiting him again, and finding that change 


1 
Filho 
I 
1 
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had uſed him ſo ſharply before, drew many Tears of Joy 


others. that came to viſit him, did the like, and rejoiced 


| Perſon, fo attentive to any Advice, ſo open in the Abaſing 
and Condemning himſelf to whomſoever came at him; his! 


ö d ( | 

That Afternon (the Storm in his Conſcience being ſome - 
what allay' d) we had many Calm and Comfortable 
Diſcourſes of the Privileges of Chriſtians, admitted to be 
not only Servants, Friends, but Sons of G0 D, Heirs and 
Co-heirs with Chrif, called bis Love, bis Spouſe, ſaid to be 
Married to him, to have a fellowſhip with him, Cc. which 


he had it not long before) it came ſeaſonably. He looked 
on it with as little Conſternation of Mind, as on his Bed: 
And yet even then another thing troubled him, which he 
ſeared was a Stupidity, viz. That be ſhould be no more afraid 
of Death, having alſo ſlept quietly the Night before; in 
which after he was ſatisfy'd, yet it fell fo out, that the tr 
next Night he was diſquieted, which he took as a Puniſn- l 
ment for his former deſire of Troubles and Fears, and ſo h. 
gave it over, A 

One Paſſage he took ſpecial Notice of, that the ſame} 
Friend of his, who not many Days before had been very 
harſh with him, fearing the Party to whom he had given ud 
himſelf was too mild, and would not deal roughly enough with 


if 


in him; wiſhed his Soul in his Caſe, and applied all Com- Ih 
forts to him; which coming from the ſame Mouth that e 


from him, and confirmed him: Divers Divines, with 


much at the ſight of him. | | f 
That Night his Prayers were to my Admiration (with 
which his deſire was, we might, every time we parted, 
conclude.) *Tis known what an excellent Faculty he had} 
naturally, in a ready preſent Expreſſion of what he under. 
ſtood, either in Eccleſiaſtical or Civil Affairs. Now GOD 
had given him another Heart, he did as much excel in 
Spiritual: And very deſirous he was ſtill to be put upon 
the Tryal for Saving Grace, by any Signs or Diſcoveries. 

Naturally he was not apt to weep, but now he was a 
Man of Tears; before given to Pride and Vain-glory, 
now ſo humble, fo thankful for the Counſel of the meaneſt 


very Countenance was altered. When he heard of my 
Tord Deputys Death, and others who dy'd ſuddenly, be- 


ing in Health at his Condemnation, his Application to me hi 
was, what Cauſe he had to bleſs GOD it was not ſo 
with him; who muſt undoubtedly then have ſunk down to 
| £32 En Hell, 


* 
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ſome-⸗ 


Hell. What Thankfulneſs did he confe he owed to 
rtable 83 O D and Man for this Weeks Preparation; A pprehended 
to be t as no ſmall Token of G O D's Love to him, in giving 
's and Shim his Portion of Shame in this World, as a means to 
to be hun it in the next; which he once expreſſed with ſuch a 
which Weight of Affection, as I wonder'd at it; believing that 
n was pothing but this, or the like, would have wrought upon 
leas'd his Maſterleſs Diſpoſition, which under any other Troubles 
ooked he feared, ſhould {till have lingred, like Tot in Sodom, *till 
Bed: he was bailed cut; or like Cattel within a Houſe and Fire 


ich he bout them, yet ſtir not, till they are drawn out, It was 


afraid p with the Maelites, Iſa. 42. 25. The like he judged of 
re; in himſelf, And herein he was ſo far from bearing any Ha- 
it _ red to ſuch as had proſecuted him, that he accounted 
uniſh- 


Fhbem his beſt Friends, applying the Caſe of Pheræus Jaſon to 
nd ſo bim ſelf, whom his Enemy running through with a Sword, 

opened an Impoſtume, which the Phyſicians could not Cure. 
That howſoever his Enemies, as Joſeph ſaid of his Bre- 


1 very Mhren, might intend his Hurt, yet GOD had turned is 
ven up to his Good; by this Death they had ſaved his Life, and 
b with o he owed them Thanks: Acknowledged G O D's Gcod- 
change peſs to him in his ſudden Surprizal and ſtrict Impriſonment, 
Com- hat as no Counſel would come unto him, ſo he was not 
1 that permitted to go into the Town to them, by which liberty, 
f Joy Wt may be, ſome Evaſions might have been contrive 1 for his 
„With Eſcape, which would have proved his Everlaſting Undoing, 
Joiced FT hat Speech of his, Periiſſem, fi non periiſſem ; Or that of 


(withWoſopher. Tum ſecundis velis navigavi, quando naufragium 
arted, feci, was in ſubſtance his often Application to himſelf, © AL 
je hadMer the Tord Deputy's Death, when the Rumour of ſome 
under.Wope of a Reprieve'came to his Ears till another Gover- 


Four ſucceeded, it moved him not, as rather chooſing a 


cel inſſpreſent deſerved Death, than the prolonging of an Igno- 
t uponſſninious Life; whereby the Scandal would but increaſe, 
eries. Me did fo abbor bimſelf, that once a Thought riſing within 
was aſſpim to have petition d to have been beheaded, he told me, 
glory e Anſwer' d himſelf with Indignation, That a Dog's Death 
eaneit vas too good for him, and fo judged himſelf to the laſt ; 
bafingWvhich appeared by this particular, that he was caſting with 
1 5 hisWHimſelf, where he might be buried, fo as to be out of Re- 
of my membrance; wiſhed his Grave were in the bottom of the 
y, be- Pea, where he had deſery'd to be caſt with a Milſtone about 


to me bis Neck, for that Offence and Scandal he had given ; the 


not ſo Thurchryard he thought was too much Honour for him: 
n to 


nd in Concluſion, leſt his Friends, being leſt to them- 


Hell, ſelves, 


Fnothers, whom a Shipwreck occaſion' the being a Phy- 


} 
I 
} 
' 
| 
j 
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a 
Rubbiſh was uſed to be caſt, and where none could be 


„ many Tears to them, he condemned himſelf, as unworthy 
1 of the Communion of the Dead, as now of the Living. 
ll:  Afﬀeer'this he related unto me in ſeveral Diſcourſes, diver: 
obſervable Paſſages in his former Life, and ſince he came 
into the Caſtle, tending to the Magnifying of & O D'. 
uſtice and Mercy to him; ſome of which he left to. my 
udgment, if the Knowledge of them might be uſetul to, 
others. The Diſreſpect and Neglect of his Mother ſince he 
came to Ability, he acknowledged, according to the fifth. 
Commandment, to be Juſt, that his Days ſhould be ſhortned n 
As his own Father once ſolemnly paſſing ſuch a Sentence 
on him, and fore-telling long agon, this would be his end. 
hath been aſſured me alſo by one who had it from an Ear. 
_ witneſs, His often wiſhing would he were Hang d, if this, on. 
that be ſo, Oc. (which in ſome. Proteſtations fell out to be 
falſe) went not in the ſame Juſtice unobſerved, His once - 
in Anger, and by way of Revenge, ſcaring his Mother | 
that he would go hang himſelf on a common Gallows they. - 
rode by, with his Horſes Bridle. This, howſoever dong 
in his Youth, and not meaning, yet he obſerved G O Div 
Juſtice in bringing him to it in Earneſt, Tei theſe be Warn 
zngs to the Living in the like. His Reading of bad Boobs : 
viewing of immodeſt Pictures, frequenting of Plays, Drum na 
kenneſs, Cc. were Cauſes and Inticements to theſe foul Facts 
About three Weeks before the Complaint was put in. 
againſt him in Parliament, the Man who had before been, 
the Corrupter of him in his Youth, whom he had not ſeei Por 
in Twenty Years before, came caſually out of England inte, 
this Kingdom, and viſited him; the fight of whom did ſoſad 
affright him, as if ſome Ghoſt had appeared to him, bao 
faid, his very Heart miſ.gave him, and his Conſcience ap Have 
prehended him, as ſome Preſage, or Meſſenger of a pre im. 
fent Vengeance drawing nigh him, His too much Zeal 
and Forwardneſs, both in Iztrodueing and Preſſing ſomeſſut. 
Church Obſeryations, and in dividing himſelf from thelffþe/; 
Houſe of Convocation, Anno 1634. in Oppoſition to the [7 
Articles of Ireland then Voted to be received, on purpoſe toi 290 
pleaſe ſome Men, who kad notwithſtanding (with juſt Cauſe In h 
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| "i ow forſaken him ; paſſed not without taking notice of a 
bare ang Hand in it allo, and from which he gave good Counſel 


others c 
urch. He ackr.owledged he had at divers times many Checks of 
ore” gonſcience, which ſometimes held him two or three Days 
Igether. In times of Sickneſs, or in any Frights or Fears 
Death, his Conſcience would be à very Hell within him; 
that once he had gone ſo far, as to reſolve upon Amend- 
rthy tent, had compoſed in Latin a large Prayer in the Con- 
Ving. &ffion of his Sins, which he repeated' to me, and had at 
liver eral times uſed it; and for a Fit made ſome Reformation, 


| with 4 


dame ut returned again like the Dog to his vomit. Some Diſcourſes 
D om a Tay-man, ſince he came into the Caſtle, had ſome 
o uh fe& upon him for the preſent ; but he ſtill endeavour'd to 
fal tuſſut far from him all Thoughts that might diſquiet him, all 


hich he took notice of, as ſomewhat Comfortable to 
Wimſclf, that GOD ever follows ſuch as belong to him with 
Ill forts of means, till he brings them to Repentance z 
Ntencuhen neither the ſecret Voice of the Conſcience within, 
Wor the Admonitions of the World witRout will move, then 
e uſeth louder Cries to awaken them, Poverty, Diſgrace, 
Fay, Deſtruction of the Body, that the Soul may be ſaved in 
be de Day of the Lord Feſus. 

There were many more evident Signs of a true Change 
him, beſides what I have related, His giving Satisfaction 
*Þ any he had wronged, even in ſmall Matters. His ſending 
r done; ſome that were mean Perſons, and asking them For- 
iveneſs. Thoſe whom he had proſecuted too bitterly in 
e High Commiſſion Court, endeavouring to his uttermoſt 
take off their Fines, His Care for the ſatisfying his 
Drum nalleſt Debts. His admoniſhing many that came to him, 
ts got to preſume by his Example to defer Repentance, who with 


put innuch Hazard and Difficulty had obtained it. His good 
> beenounſel to my {elf I ſhall not forget, according to that 
ot ſeenFommand given to St. Peter, When thou art converted, 
d 1ntorengthen thy Brethren. For bis Family, his Reſolutions [if he 
did {02d liv'd to have reform'd it I] that they ſhould have been 
m, b49EOD's Servants, or none of his: For bi mſelf, his Intentions to 
ace apWave given over all Law-bufineſs, and wholly imploy'd his 
a preWime in Preaching, and the Studies of the Scriptures,which he 
h Zealſfad negle&ed, 1 doubt not, but would have been ſtedfaſt; 
ſomeſut, ſaid he, now I hope G 0 D will give me the knowledge of 
Im theſßßſeſe Myſteries by ſome quicker way. His giving ſome 
to tnglms to the Poor, with a Charge to the Party, that t 
poſe taught not be known from whence it came, were good things 
Cauſe)FÞ him. But more eſpecially it appeared in his pious Let- 
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ters to bis Wife and Children, hereunto annexed ; the latter 
of which is moſt worthy of Memory, as Wrote the Night | 
before his Execution: In the difference of them ſome- | 
what will appear of his Growth in that time, It is ſcarce} 
to be believed, in this little ſpace, how much he had read, 
in ſome Practical Books of our late Divines. Eſpecially 
that of Dr. Preſton of G O-D's All-ſufficiency, and Biſhop 
Downham of the Covenant of Grace; his converſing with 
- Fox's Book of Magtyrs, in viewing the manner of ſome 

odly Mens Deaths, did much animate him againſt his} 
_—_ „„ 5 3 
The Night before, it was a Wonder to ſee his Reſolution 
in taking leave of his Children, and giving them good 
Counſel, and to one of them the ſaid Letter; and ſome 

Hours after, his taking his laſt Farewel of his Wife, who 
was the more Paſſionate, his Affectionate and Heavenly} 
Councel to her, Comforting and Inſtructing her, was to my 
Admiration, and in Conglufhon told her he had Wrote 2 
Letter two or three Days before, which ſhe ſhould: receive 
about the time of his Execution; which if ſhe obſerved, their 
next Meeting would be in Heaven. Then late at Night| 
he ſent for all the Servants of the Houſe, gave them ſevera 
Admonitions with Tears, who” all wept, as if they had 
been his own. His Speech to me, not long before his 
leaving the Caſtle, is not to be omitted, viz. It may bt 
(ſaid he) if they do not bury me till eee will be defir 4 
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to Preach then, but I. pray, ſpeak no good of me; only what 
may abate the Scandal,and be an uſeful Warning to others 
he was willing to. That which he chiefly then requeſted of 
me, as his laſt, was, As ſoon. as I had ſeen the end of him 
to continue my endeavours for the good of his, in a preſent 
Comforting and Counſelling his Wife and Children, whon 
he prayed might with Contentedneſs make the ſame Sancti 
fy'd Uſe, he had done himſelf. 3 nn Gs 
And now we are drawing nigh the ſaddeſt part of the 
ce Story for his Body, but the moſt comfortable for his Sou 
c His Soming-time in Tears ye have heard; now follows hi 
C Reaping in Foy, of which ſome Sheaves he carried witt 
cc him; being the moſt Memorable Thing in the whol 
< Relation.” 5 2 
After he had with great Induſtry and Watchfulneſs ob 
tain'd ſome Teſtimony to himſelf of his Repentance, and 
hopes of Mercy, all his earneſt Deſire was, that G O DIL 70 
would but give him ſome Token of good, in ſealing it ti 
him, by the Comforts and Love-tokens of his Spirit. HW 
had read much of that Foy unſpeakable and glorious, of thi 
Lig! 
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atter ight of G 0 D's Countenance, which David valued above 
light i the World, heard much of the Conſolations and Refreſb- 
aj a ents of the Soul by the inward Witneſs of the Spirit 
* N 


t, Oh! how he thirſted the Day before his Execution, 
have ſome taſte of them, which would fully arm him 
rainſt the Fear of Death, He ſaid, he wary | remember 
OP i bz 7uth, before his Soul was ſtain'd with Sin, when he 
with d for a time in ſome Conſcionable way in a certain 
ſome} eligious Family, he had ſome ſhort flaſhes of ſuch — 
| his Hat was of more worth then all the Joy he had ſince: He 

. nowledged he was not worthy of it, and that if GOD 
lution 1 deny it him, yet he would hold the Courſe he had 


pooh gan, that he would never give over begging, till he had 
one ne degree, were it but as imperfe& a fight, as the blind 
, whoW rs in the Goſpel, who ſaw men walking like trees, and 
wenhß had a Promiſe, G O D would not deny his Holy Spirit 
to mi them that ask him. And that if he might expect the ful - 
oy 5 of joy not many Hours after, why might he not hope to 
eceive 


t ſome firſt Fruits or Earneſt for the Aſſuranee of it here; 
ad he conceiv'd of all Men living he had moſt need, both 
Inſidering what he had been, and what he was to ſuffer; 
ith this his Thoughts were filled wholly, and for which 


y had defr'd me to Pray with him often, and to aſſiſt him with 
re hi- Prayers of others. And after eleven of the Clock that 
7ay be igt, I was Witneſs of a moſt affectionate Prayer of his 
defir'd n, which a Hearer would have thought could not but 


7 what: from ſome Apprehenſion already, and which made me 


hers, confident as to aſſure him of it. - 

ſted ol The next Morning [being the Day of his Execution] 
f "= s firſt Salutation to me was, 0! GO D hath heard me about 
reſent 


ur or five of the Clack this Morning, for the ſpace of an bour 
d a half; I have had that Sweetneſs in my Soul, thoſe Re- 
ſhments in my Heart, that I am not able to expreſs, which 
now believed might be well ſignified by that hidden Manna, 
| d white Stone, which no Man knows, but he that recerueth 
is Sou To uſe his own words, I had ſuch a Weaning from this 
ws bAor1d, might I have enjoy d all the Contents of it : 15 a Truſt 
d Relying upon G O D, in committing my Wife and Children 
his Care; juth Confidence of G O D's Love, and Aſſurance of 
prdon ; ſuch a longing to be diſſolved, and to be with Chriſt; 


eſs ob Foy and inward Conſolation, as if he had been in the Suburbs 
e, an Heaven already; that (ſaid he) Tfelt where my Heart lay; 
G O aroſe out of my Bed, and gave GO D Thanks and Praiſe 
; It iWon my Knees in the Place where I had begged it: And ſo 
t + Il into abundance of Tears, adding, whereas before I wept 

1 4 


Sorrow, nom I weep for * ſo deſir d me, who _ 
| cen 
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peen a Petitioner with him, to kneel down with others 


preſent, and ſolemnly give G 0 D Thanks with him for it, 
and pray for a Continuance of it to his laſt ; which Tears 
of his, coming from ſo cheerful a Countenauce, moved us 


more than all before. For Confirmation of his ſaid rifing out 
of his Bed, his Man's Teſtimony is evident,who coming that 


Morning by Break of Day to the Chamber-door, and before 


he knocked, looking through the Key-hole, ſaw him in his 


Shirt by his Bed- ide upon his Knees for a quarter of an 


Hour; and as ſoon as he came in, with a ſmiling Counte- 
' nance, brake out to him into the like fore-named Expreſſions, 
what a ſweet Night he had enjoy'd, Gc. and adding, If I 
bad been in a ſlumber, it might have been a deceit, but I was 
full waking as now: He ſeemed to be in ſuch a Rapture, that 
his Servant, as he told me, was aſtoniſhed at it, expecting 
then to have found him moſt diſconſolate. 
Jo another of his Friends, f who had told him the Night 
before of that known Story in the Book of Martyrs, of one 
who after much Prayer, wanted Comfort, till he ſaw the 


Stake, who had alſo deſir d him (as that Martyrs Friend had 


done him} whenſoever he ſhould find any to declare it, were 


it at the Place of Execution it-ſelf, ] as ſoon as he ſaw him 


this Morning, his firſt ſalute with great Exultation was, in 
the ſaid Martyrs words to his Friend, Ob, he is come ! he 5s 
came! telling him alſq what G O D had done for his Soul. 


After this we fell into many Heavenly Diſcourſes con- 


eerning the State of the Soul after Death, the Tranſlation of 
it out of this World, the Happineſs of Heaven, by what we 


Mall be rid of, by what we ſhall be perfected in, the Com- 


pany we {hall be admitted into, not only t0 the Spirits of 


guft Men, but to the Society of glorious Angels; concerning 
the beatifical Viſion in the Fruition of G O D's Preſence, 
the ſight of our Bleſſed Saviour, &c. in the thought of which 
he was much raviſhed, and fell into a long continued weepin 

from this cauſe, that he ſhould have offended one that had 
prepared ſuch ineſtimable things for him, which he now 


thirſted to enjoy. 


Then he deſir d the Priſoners of the Caſtle might be called 


together, to take his laſt leave of them, to whom (as he had 
done formerly) he would onde more read the Morning Ser- 
vice, which I was the more willing to, were it but to pro- 
and . he dyed in before many Witneſſes, 
alumny of the Adverfaries, if any | 


againſt the expected 


extraordinary Good ſhould appear in him at his laſt, The 
Palms he choſe were ſuch as are uſually read at Burials, the 
Leſſon the 15. of the iſt Ep, Cor. ſome Prayers he feleted 
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out of the Viſitation of the Sick, the two laſt Prayers at the 


Burial, with other Paſſages in it, and elſe-where; which 
with ſome Alterations and Additions, he turned very apt 
for himſelſꝭ and ſo with the like Advice he had given to 
others, took leave of them. And now, ſaid he, as GOD 
hath refreſhed my Soul, I will a little refreſh my Body, the 


better to enable me to ſpeak at the Place of Execution, 


which was to be about three Hours after ; and fo called far 
alittle ſalt Butter and brown Bread, and the ſmalleſt Beer, 
a very little of which he eat, as his laſt, chearfully hoping at 
Night to be invited to the Supper of the Lamb in Glory. 
When the time drew nigh, and he heard the Noiſe of 
the People gathering; for a quarter of an hour, he told 
me, his Heart began to quiver, and bis natural Affection 

with Tears to yearn upon his Children, which he was 
pleaſed ſtill to find within him, conſidering that Grace, 
tho it be Supernatural, yet doth not dry up Nature. He 


complained that his former Comfort did abate in the 


ſtrength of it; but he truſted, that G O D in whaſe Cuſtody 
was the Key of the Spirit, whoſe Act it is only to open and 
ſhut, had reſerved it for him for that Place and Time, 
where he ſhould have moſt need, Yet not long after he 


recover'd a great degree of Chearfulneſs again, repeating 


the lait Verſe in the 42. Balm (which he had uſed to read 
often) and ſaying, now the Sheriff ſhould be a welcome Mit ſ- 
ſenger, and ſo continued. Some: few things he had about 
him, he then diſpoſed of, as Tokens of Remembrance to his 
Friends; His Gloyes, Staff, Girdle, Books, about ſeven 
or eight of ſome pious Devotions, he gave and ſent to di- 
vers with his Name inſcribed ; and his laſt Act after he was 
Pinion'd, was giving me his Seal-Ring off his Finger, with 


ſuch affectionate Expreſſions, as draws Tears from me in 


the now remembring, it. More I might add, but thus 


much may ſuffige, to declare his Repentance, and the Fruit 


of it, in the Caſtle before his Execution. 8 
Naw the Sheriff of the County [ a Papiſt ] was come 
to receive him, the two Sheriffs of the City with a great 
Company of Halberts to aſſiſt him. At Chriſi-Church (ac - 
cording to his Deſire) toll'd his Paſſing-Bell, the whole 
Town and Caſtle ſa throng'd, as was never the like ſeen, 
that if there had not been a Coach allow'd him, it would 
have been impoſlible to have gone through. And. here I 
muſt not farget the hard uſage of the Sheriff in ſome croſs. - 
Paſſages, which after all this his Preparation, might have 
proved a Diſtraction to. him, tho it did not; his intentions 
Lyill not judge, yet * Inſtrument be was I may cen 
| i 1 LIED 
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ceive. The Night before, he had deſir'd the Favour he 
might-not be Pinion'd *till he came to the place of Execu- 
tion, for which I went my {elf betimes that Morning to 
the L. C. Juſtice of the King's Bench, and Juſtice Creſſey, 
both of them upon my relation of the change found in him, 
readily granted it, and ſent a Command by me to the 
Sheriff; but he refuſed, and notwithſtanding would have 
him Pinion'd in his Lodging. Again, I ſent one to the 
Inns, who preſently brought a Comfnand under the Lord 
Chief Juſtice's Hand, with the Conſent of all the Judges, 
then being at Dinner; this alſo he difobey'd ; for his pre- 
tence in the Security of his Perſon, one of the Sheriffs of 
the City ofſer d Body for Body, and affured him that with 
ſuch a Guard, and by fitting himſelf in the Coach with 
him, there could be no Danger of an Eſcape. For himſelf 
(howſoever his Friends thus ſtirred for him) he was con- 
tented, and long before the Sheriff came, told me he was 
very ſorry he had moved me in any ſuch buſineſs, uſing this 
Speech, Our Saviour carried his Croſs in the way, and why 
ſhould I defire to be freed? When he had pulled off his 
Morning Gown, he preſented a ſtrong black Ribbon, 
which he had provided on purpoſe for the more Decency, 
and in caſe it ſhould not be thought ſtrong enough, a black 
Girdle was offer d, or any other; the Sheriff refuſed all, 
and had him bound with a three penny Cord as a common 
Rogue, and would have had the Hang-man, or ſome other 
baſe Fellow come in and done it. Nay, he would have had 
one to fit in the Coach behind him, to have held him by 
the Cord alſo, but the Conſtable of the Caſtle would not 
ſuffer him. Theſe things being very ſuſpicious, if not ap- 
parent, out of Malice, I feared might have diſturbed his 
Charity (as it enraged moſt of the ſtanders- by) but as ſoon - 
as I put him in Mind of ſome former Diſcourſes, that this 
might be the Devil's Interruption, and Proſecution of him, in 
a way unexpected: He apprehended it fully, and fo told 
the Sheriff, that it moved him not, and that he looked 
farther than him in itz prayed GOD to forgive him, 
and that for his part he did heartily, and would pray 
for him before he left the Chamber. The Sheriff with- 
drawing, he deſir d us that were there to join with him 
once more in Prayer to G O D, for his ſpecial Aſſiſtance 
againſt all ſorts of Enemies, that he expected now would 
beſet him at once. We all kneeled down, but ſuch a 
powerful, excellent Prayer I ſcarce ever heard, ſo that all 
wept with him, And after ſome comfortable Speeches to 
us, and hope that once more before he dy d, he ſhould have 
| | | | | ” 
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a Return of the ſame meaſure of Comfort, he had enjoyed 
5 laſt Night, the Sheriff came in again, and received 
im. / | | 
In the Coach with him rode one of the Sheriffs of the 
City, the under Sheriff of the County, his own Man and 
my ſelf, At his Entrance he ſaid, This puts me in mind 
Elijab's Chariot, he was carried io Heaven in. When he ſaw 
the Throng, ſays he, I am made a ſpectacle not only to Men, 
but I hope t0 Angels alſo, who are attending to receive my Soul. 
The time he ſpent there in' ſinging Pſalms (one of which 
was the 23.) private Ejaculations; now and then Speeches 
to us concerning the parting of the Soul from the Body, 
the carriage of it by the Angels, the Vanity of this World, 
that his Care was near at an end, Cc. And to feed his 
bg wn moe ſuch things as were ſeaſonable, I read now 
5 and then ſome comfortable Paſſages out of the Pſalms, 
| which he would gloſs upon to his own Application. When 
he came upon the Bridge, and through the Curtains of 
| the Coach diſcerned the Gallows with the People gathered, 
| he ſaid unto me, There js my Mount Calvary, from which I 
hope to aſcend to Heaven, When he came to the Place of Ex- 
ecution, there were three things which might have difturb'd 
him; The Firſt, was a Fellow got upon one end of the Gal- 
lows, deriding him and interrupting him when he began 
| to ſpeak, whom he anſwer' d not, but patiently bore it, and 
proceeded, 2. The breaking of his Foot-man's Head 
| [whom he loved, who had run by the Coach fide, and dili- 
- gently preſſed nigh to attend ] by one of the Sheriffs of the 
City, unknown, by laying about him to make room; who 
when he ſaw him with the Blood running down his Face, 
He bemoaned him only, and deſir d me that he might be removed 
out of bim fight. 3. In the concluſion of all, as he was 
ready to go up, one called to him about ſome Papers and 
Leafes, whom the very ſtanders by cried down, as very 
unſeaſonable. All which I could eaſily think the common 
Enemy might have a hand in to diſtract him. When there 
was a filence made, he ſtood up, and made a large and ele- 
gant Speech, ſubſtantial and ſententious; and I know it 
was · not fram'd before, for the Matter he had indeed re- 
ſolved upon, but the Form he put to his prefent Expreſſions 
there: I had indeed adviſed him to Pen it, leaſt the fight 
of Death might then Diſtra& him; but his Anſwer was, 
He would put bis truſt in GOD, whom, he hoped, would not 
fail cory 8 that Laſt Ad, and was confident, Death would not 
 "diftarb bim. . | „ 
10 relate the Speech it ſelf, unleſs I could remember — 0 
| | ay 
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18 The Penitent DEATH 
actly his own Expreſſions, would be but injuring him. 
His entrance was to this purpoſe, Gentlemen, My firſt Sa- 
Iutation to you is, GOD bleſs you, and GOD ſave you, and 
I defire you to pray the ſame — me 1 am, I think, the firſt 
of my Profeſſion that ever came to this ſhameful End, and I 
pray GOD I may be the laſt: Pu are come bither to ſee a 
Comedy turn d into a Tragedy, a miſerable Cataſtrophe of be 
Life and Afions of Man in this World, &c. 15 
In fine, He acknowledged the Juſtice of the Law of Man, 
as GOD's in candemning him, who, as he had not de- 
ſeryed, fo he defir'd not to live, He obſerved the ſpecial 
Hand of GO D throughout the whole buſineſs, both in 
the Witneſſes, the Jury, the Judges, and in Himſelf, 
1. In the Vitneſſes and Informers, they were ſuch as eat 
bis Bread, came daily as Friends 10 bis Table; ſame of 
them were at Dinner with him the Day before the Com- 
bplaint was put in againſt him in Parliament. 

2. The Fury, howſoever he believed/ they were honeſt 
Gentlemen, and went according to their Conſciences, yet 
the Evidence was not ſa clear, but they might have ftuck 

at it; but he ſaid it was Digitus Dez, the ſaſtc of which 

he fully and ſolemnly acknowledged to a Friend of his at 
that inſtant, he heard the Jury had returned him Guilty, 

| tho” he deny'd then [2s he did now ] the main thing in 
the Inditement, which the Law laid hold of, and which. 
hath been ſince confirmed by the Confeſſion of his chief 

Accuſer, at his Execution alſo, yet in his own Conſcience. 
applauded and magnified G O D's juſtice in it; and ſo 
burn'd. a bundle of Papers, which he wrote out of Law- 
books in his own Defence. | 3 

3. In the Judges, of whom he ſaid, tho* ſome were hot 
Zainſ him, he imputed it only to their Zeal againſt Vice, 
which deſerved it, yet it could not - fink into him, that in 

. Law he could have been deny'd his Council; that which 
he had pleaded in ſome Errors in the Inditement, he con- 

ceived was Reaſon: But GO D's Hand was in it, and he 
molt willingly ſubmitted to it, all things in the end had 

turned to bis good. 3 | 

4. In the infatuating of Himſelf: For his chief Accuſer, 

he faid he could have ſent into England, and had him 

Indited for being concern'd in a Robbery there, eaſily in this 

time have out- law'd him, and ſo his Teſtimony had been 

void. For the Fury, he cquld have accepted againſt 20 at 

— leaſt, and fo however have put it off till the next Ferm, 
before which he might have had other Thoughts: The 

Fore-man of the Jury he knew was out- law d alſo; — 
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theſe things he conceived, he might have done lawfully 
in the Pleading what he could for his Liſe, yet omitted 
them; the Cauſe (he ſaid) was both the height of his Spirit, 
in ſcorning to ſtoop to ſuch poor Shifts and Protractions, and 
the Confidence he had there would be no .need : He had 
truſted ever too much to his own Wit and | Expreſſions, 
with which *till now in any thing that ever he had at- 
tempted, he had not miſ-carried ; and that he ſhould be 
ſo infatuated in this buſineſs, that ſo nearly concerned him, 
he took it to be GO D's Hand evidently, which he now 
not only patiently yielded to, but with Thankfulneſs 
embraced. | | 

And thus much he thought fit tu ſpeak concerning thoſe 
things he was juſtly Condemned for; he confeſſed there 
were divers other heinous Sins he had Committed, the de- 
claring of which Publickly, would rather increaſe the 
Scandal he had given, than repair it; and therefore he 
thought it not requiſite : For thoſe, he ſaid, he had re- 
collected them between GO D and himſelf, ard heartily 
Repented of them; that he had revealed them with a 
ſorrowful Spirit to me there preſent, to whom he had opened 
his whole Life, from his Youth *till now, as to his Ghoſtly 
Father, without any Extenuation or Concealing, and had 
received Comfort; for which as GOD had given Re- 
.pentance, ſo he truſted, Forgiveneſs, He acknowled 
his Neglect of publick Preaching,and Catechiting in the Church, 
private Prayers in his Family; for which Sins of Omiſſion, 
he was juſtly given over to the Sins of Commiſſion : For 
the Neglect of the Commandments of the Firſt Table, let 
fall into the Breach of the Second, That he had come 
to the Sacrament, and adminiſtred it with his Sins up 
him. His roving Thoughts at Divine Service and Sermon, 
with divers others, Cc. And here he declared a very 
obſervable Paſſage, not many Years agone: He had a 
dangerous long Sickneſs, when being ſenſible of the former 
Neglect of his Paſtoral Charge, made a ſolenm Vow to GOD, 
that if he ſhould recover, he would be —_— both zz 
Preaching and Catechizing every Sunday. After his Recovery 
it ſo fel] out, that the firſt time he went to Church with 
an intent to have began, the Judges of Aſſize were at 
Waterford; and then a Thought arole within him, that if 
he ſkhculd now enter upon that Practice which he had not 
uſed before, it would be imagined, he did it for fear of 
them; and ſo deferring it that Day, never did it afterwards. 
. Now ſoon after this, he obſerved be grew worſe than before, 
and ſo fell into thoſe Vices, which had brought 
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this ſhameful End. 7, ſaid he, broke with GOD, and GOD 
withdrew his Grace from me, I forſooł bim, and be left me 
30 my ſelf; which he applied to others of his Profeſſion, in 
being warned by his Example. Again, he had then alſo 
Prayed, that if when he came to Health, he ſhould ſtart 
back from his Vow, GOD. would ſend ſome heavier 
Judgment upon him than ever he had yet felt, that might 
fubaue his ſtubborn Diſpoſition. Little did he then think 
of this particular; but now he verily believed, it was the 
Fruit of that Wiſh and Breach, and ſo gave GOD Tha 
for it, as the only Means to bring him home 4 Ion 
He confeſſed he had been Guilty of over- reaching Men, 
and that if his Eſtate might be continued to his Wife, he 
had given Charge for Satisfaction to be made: Took 
notice of the Juſtice of & O D upon him, who had for- 
merly ſo thirſted after a Name and Fame; it was now given 
him, but a Name of Infamy, which he defir'd might reſt 
only upon himſelf, and not be imputed to his Profeſſion. 
He declared he heartily forgave all thoſe that had a hand in 
his Proſecution, and that they ſhould hear him preſently 
Pray for them. And in concluſion, asked me, it I could 
remember any thing elſe fit for him to declare, and he 
would do it; who at that inſtant, not calling to mind any 
more, he deſir'd the People to Pray for him and with him, 
that GOD would magnifie his Mercy in forgiving; ſo great 
a Sinner. Then reading the 38, 42, & 51. Pſalms, he 
deſir d them again to join with him in Prayer, that GOD 
would give him a further Aſſurance of the Forgiveneſs of his 
Sins, by the inward Comforts of his Spirit, and aſſiſt him 
fill againſt the Fear of Death in this his lat Act. We all 
kneeled down with him, but ſuch a moving Prayer did I 
never hear, never was I compaſſed about ſo with Tears in 
my Life; not bare Weeping, but . guſhing out of Tears, 
' which flowed from all that heard him: So that the very 
Papiſts, and ſome Prieſts I ſaw, who kneeled down and 
wept alſo: The of zt was a Confe(an, and Ag gravation. 
of bis Sins, a begging of Mercy, that bis Soul right be bathed 
in the Blood of Chriſt, a ſealing of it to bis Conſcience by the 
Comforts of bis Spirit; to fogive all that were his Enemies in 
2bis buſineſs,and to give them Repentance that had Sinned with 
bim; that bis Penitency might be a means to abate the Scan- 
dal, that he might be d againſt the Aſſaults of Satan, and 
Weakneſs of bis corrupt Nature, now in this laſt Ad of Death ; 
Prayed for a Bleſſing upon bis Majeſty and bis Dominions; 
for bis Wife and Children, and ſo commended his Soul to GOD, 


with a Confidenee of a happy Change preſently, &c. After * 
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he deſir d me to fing the 116 Pſalm, which for the Peoples 


better joining with him,-I read. Not long after it was 


he whiſpered one of his Friends that ſtood by him, 
0h ! Pray for me, that G 0.D do not withdraw bis Spirit at 


this znſtant, and preſently the Tears trickled down his 
Cheeks, with the continuance - of which, I obſery'd him 
afterwards to ſing the Pſalm throughout; the Subject of 
Praife and Joy, it might poſlibly ariſe from ſuch Spiritual 
Comforts, as he had t the Night before, and in his 


Prayers had craved again, which appeared in his Un- 


dauntedneſs of Spirit, now entring into the Jaws of Death. 


When the Pſalm was done, he roſe up and ſaid, I 2bink I 


ſaw the Town-Clerk of Waterford bere, if be be, or any 


— 


other of that Town, I ſhall defire them to commend me to m 


Neighbours there ; that I have taken notice that none of t 
Romiſh Church, 160 differing from me in Points of Religion, 
bad a hand in this Complaint againſt me, tho they bad as much 
Cauſe as others ; for which I cancezve I owe them thanks, 

| Another thing is concerning my Burial : It is uſual indeed 


for them of my Profeſſion to be buried in the-Church, but T 
have given charge 10 the contrary; if they will bury me in 
the Church-yard, it is more than I bave deſerved; for my part 


J would be contented it were in the bottom of the Sea, where J 
might never be remembred. And now 1 bave done; only 
giue me leave 10 be at ſome Private Prayers, whereiz I fhall 
defire you in your Thoughts to join with me, in praying G 0D 
to aſſiſt me at this inſtant; and ſo kneeled down for a 
little ſpace, as did the Company near him alſo: When 
he aroſe, he ſaid chearfully, Now I am ready, and took 
leave of them that were near him, Man by Man, taking 


them all by the Hands, with ſuch Speeches as theſe, I dread 


not Death, GOD ſend us a meeting in Heaven, I am 
but going before you. The whole Company w abundantly, 


* 


and my ſelf had moſt Cauſe at his laſt moſt Aſſectionate 


Expreſſions. Then he put off his Morning Gown, Hat, 
ab black Cap, and called to his Man for his other Cap 
and Handkerchief, When he was ſetting Foot on the 
Ladder, he turned with a ſmiling Countenance towards the 
Sheriff of the County [who all this time of his Praying 
and ſinging of Pſalms, fat by on Horſe back with his 
Hat on his Head, giving no Reverence at all] and ſaid, 


Maſter Sheriff, Vill you not take leave of your Friends, when 
vou ſhall never ſee them again? What, noi one Word from you - 


all bie while? GOD forgive you, and 1 do from my 
Heart, that uſage of yours, which might haue diſtraſted me, 


but did not, I have Prayed for you even now; and ſo went 


a a 
5 - 1 - 
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up the Ladder, who when he ſaw fo D ſaid 
again to them, 7 thank GOD I dread not Death, and that 
it proceeded not from a Preſumption, but from a preſent 
ſenſible Apprehenſion of GO D*s Mercy, and an inward 
Peace of Conſcience ; and fo with a chearful Countenance, 
looking about him, and ſeeing ſome he knew, whom he 
Lad not ſeen before, bowed' to them and bad them Farewell, 
defir'd them fill io Pray for him as long as be bad Liſe. I 
had him laſt by the Hand, when he was upon the Ladder; 
and to my Admiration, his Hand ſhook no more than mine. 
When he was gone as high, as was thought fitting, and 
the Rope put about his Neck, he pinn'd the Handkerchief 
about his Face with: his own Hands ( the Cords 'with 
moving his Hands being again looſed) and ſaid to the 
Hang-man, Honeſt Friend, when thou art ready tell me, and 
Iwill tell thee when I am ready (to whom he then gave 
ſome little Money he had ahout him) prayed the Sheriff 
he e not be turned off till he ſpake again; and when 
he had pulled the Cap over his Face, he ſaid, Lord, now let 
thy Servant depari in Peace according to thy Word, for mine £ 
Eyes bave. ſeen thy Salvation, which thou haſt e or me; 
commended: bis Soul to G D, with divers the like reſ- 
ſions; and not long after ſaid, Now I am ready, and from 
. that, continued crying, Have Mercy, bave —_ Cc. till 
die was turned off. When he felt the Ladder ſtirring, he 
put down his Hands and laid hold on the ſides of his 
Caſſock, and ſtirred them not to the laſt, tho? ſome of his 
Friends catched him: by the Hands, left he ſhould have 
lifted them up; but I believe it was needleſs. By this his 
Penitential, Chriſtian Carriage, the Hearts of his Enemies 
were moved; ſuch as Hated him in his Life, now Loved 
him at his Death; and Þ believe theſe many Years there 
has not been any that left the World with ſo many Tears 
and Cries of the Beholders. When he had hung about three 
arters of an Hour, he was cut down and put into the 
ſame Coach he came in, into which I went my ſelf, and 
rode with him to the Houſe, where he was received; which 
Idid both to feed my T houghts with Mortality, in viewing 
. the ſame Body lying Dead in the ſame Place, whore two 
or three Hours before I had ſeen it with a Soul, in Health 
and full Strength; as alſo leſt ſome Lies ſhould have been 
raiſed of him. AB one F | 
. That Night about ten of the Clock, he was Buried at 
St. John s, in an outward part of the Church- yard, accord- 
ing to his Charge, where i did him that laſt Office alſo. 
About ſeven or Tight of the Clock, the Virger of _—_ 
. | ure 
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Church came to my Lodging, and told me there was a Rumour, 
of a Sermon, and an Expectation of my ſaying ſomewhat 
of him, ſo much that the Church was fill'd already to the 
Doors, with abundance of Papiſts alſo 3 upon this ſudden 


Warning I was earneſtly intreated to ſome ſhort Declara- 
tion, which according to the Time given me ( howſoeyer 


I never liked Funeral Commendations, as uſually doing 
more hurt than good) I did obſerve. And now in Obedi- 
ence to ſuch,, who may Command me, have- farther 


inlarged it, as alſo the Sermon, with ſome other ſeaſonable 


Additions, which the Shortneſs of the Warning, and Late- 
neſs of the Night, would not then permit. Many Papiſts 


4 [1 am inform'd ] were much Aſſected both at what they 


ard before from him, and now of him. One who came 
caſually thither - Wept in the very Church, and was Con- 
verted., And the next Morning, being Sunday, went to 
St. Owen's Church, heard the Seryice and Sermon, and ſo 
continued, BER ; hog tr 

And thas you have heard at once, a Melancholy and a 
Joyful Relation; hard it is to Judge, which bis Friends bave 
9108 Cauſe of. To Conclude, | | 

Let not the Papiſts Object this Scandal to our Church, left 
we return them fouler Stories from that Holy See, which we 


| bave no Mind to raiſe. *Tis true, he did il, But do we 


Teach Men ſo to do? A Church ought not to be Jullged by 
the Lives of a few Profeſſors, but by the Doctrine Profeſſed. 
And it is a Rule moſt advantagious to themſelves. There 


was a Judas among the Apoſtles, yet no Diſparagement to 


the Apoſtleſhip, when be was excluded, and into his Office 
another Choſen. The inceſtuous Perſon was no more a Scandal 
to the Church of Corinth, when he was once put away from 


them, Nay, their Zeal in his Excommunication, tended 


much to their Honour, let bis Execution perfectly approve 


our Churchalſo, to be clear in this Matter. © 


And leaſt of all, ſhould thoſe that ane of his own Commu- 
nion be ſuch hateful Birds, as to defile their own Neſts, by . 


imputing it as an Aſperſion to the whole Profeſſion ;, let him 


have bis laſt Requeſt granted, that the Diſhonour may be 
Buried with him ; let not the Sin of this one Man, make 
you Wrath with the whole Congregation. I have Sinned, 


- ex David, and done wickedly; but theſe Sheep what 


ave they done? [and indeed the former ſort in their 
Generation are wiſer in this uſually, than the Children of 


Light ] When the Sun 5 Eclipſed, every Man's Eye is upon 


it, but little do they obſerve it in his Glory. Let there be 
one groſs Offender in the 5 be ſhall be ever gazed a , 
IT | 2 but 
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24 The Penitent DEATH 
but they remember not the many Glorious Martyrs, and 
wnblemiſh'd Preachers, who have ſhined in that Firmament 
alſo. | That the Miſcarriage of one, ſhould like a croſs Line be 


Aran over all the reſt, I ſee little Reaſon, leſs Juſtice, and 
| traſt Religion at all in it.. 1 pe 8 


In a Word, Object not bis Life to Juſtife our own 5 
remember our Savioars Diſtinction for ſome, What they bid 
you do, that obſerve, but do not after their Works; or 


tbat of St. Paul, Be followers of me, as I am of Chriſt. 
you Remember bis Life, Forget not bis Death; (in the 
former indeed the Rod of Aaron was turned into a Serpent; 
But now the Serpent is turned into 4 Rod again) as the one 


was Offenſive, ſo let the other be Uſeful z as the one made the 
Breach, ſo let the other repair it. ENT 8 

Is true, the Dignity of bis Perſon muſt needs fink bis 
Offence the deeper. The Scandal of both hath increaſed the 
Ignominy gf bis Death; the Shame of bis Death hath occaſion d 
his Spiritual Life: And if GOD hath ſo forgiven it in 


Heaven, Why ſhould we upbraid him with it here ? The beſt 


Churches have had ſome Staits. 0h! let 'the Blot of bis 
Life be waſhed out of your Memories by the many Tears at his - 
Death ; for which, Bleſſed be G O D, even the Father of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to whom be Honour and Glory 


for ever, Amen, 


wy iy v* Tas 


vv. » Wo v9 3 Ewe, 


yy @ aw a8 amy, > Þ - 


* 


be Letter to bis Wife. 


- My dear Wife, 1 IM 


| twenty Years and upwards, hath been your Hus- 
band, and might have fo continued much longer by the 
courſe of Nature, had not his continued and crying Sins, 
deſervedly drawn this Puniſhment upon him, to be Cut off 
from the living, as unworthy of their Society in this Life, 


Mercy thr eſus Chriſt, to forgive me. In my Suffer- 
Suter boch in your Credit and Eſtate, and what 


is you 
— e ſoever concerns this World, This Advantage you have 


me, I have only leſt unto me a ſmall time of Repentance; 
but you, by GO D's Grace, may have a large time of 


Amendment, which I would have you improve to the full, 
and not loſe a Minute. Turn unto the Lord your GOD with 


all your Heart. Cloath your {elf with Patience and Thanks- 


and prove a Husband to you, and a Father to my Child- 
ren; yea, I doubt not but you ſhall Live with the ſame 


Ae and greater Content, than if I were with you. 


rve him, he will not fail you. | | 
Bring up your. Children in the Fear of GOD; that 


| Houſhold which you keep, let it be the Seryants of GOD. 


Above all things be diligent in your Private Prayer; 
make all your needs known unto the Lord. Undertake 
nothing whic 
Bleſſing for, | | | 
Miſconſtrue not theſe, my dying Advertiſements, which 
proceed (as in the Preſence of G O D) from true Affection, 
hat at length I might really give ſome Supply to my for- 
no Defaults, he. put you in a right way for Everlaſting 


| Comfort. That tho' we part in this World, yet we may 
5 a more happy meeting in Heaven. And after all our 


en 
Afflictions, be there Partakers of endleſs Bliſs. So Prays, 
and ever fall Pray as long as he Lives, = 

| FH | Your Husband 
Decemb. 1. 1641. | 


Cad abt away this Paper when you have read it, but keep it 
aud peruſe it often, is the Legacy of bim who can now 
Live no ober. ie 


h you cannot find in your Heart to beg a 


Y 
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ARK well the laſt Words of him, who theſe 


I ſuffer for my Wickedneſs, which I beſeech GOD in his 


giving. I doubt not but GOD will have Mercy on you, 


John Atherton 


WE Rs 7 | 
Tbe Letter to his Children. 
, | of » 
My dear Children. 5 
T was ever my Deſire to have ſeen you welt preſerr d, 
1 but GOD choughe otherwiſe, and my Sins would 
not ſuffer it; which have not only Sentenc'd nie to 
Death, but bereaved me of that ſmall Worldly Blefling 
which I purpoſed unto you, as a Patrimony, and Evidence 
of my Fatherly Aſſection. And how now it will be Diſ⸗ 
poſed of, or what ſhare will come to your Lot, I leave to 
GOD, who, as he hath given you Body and Soul, fo I 
doubt not but will of his great Goodneſs provide for your 
Eſtate. What is left unto me, and cannot be taken from 
me, I freely impart and Give unto you; not dividing it 
amongſt you by Shares and Proportions, but giving each of 
you the Whole; wherein tho? you Communicate one with 
another in my Bleſſing and laſt Council, yet each without 
m_ 1 the other, may take and challenge the Whole to 
o LT es | 5 
Firſt, The Bleſſing of G 0 D the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghoſt, light upon you, give you a true Knowledge of his 
Word, a true Fear of his Will, and a true Faith in hisPromiſes. 
Let no Day paſs over you, wherein you do not Call your 
ſelves to a Reckoning before you Sleep, and make your 
Peace with GO D for the ces of the Day, _ 
Be Conſtant in private Prayer twice oy Day at the 
fleaſt, upon your Kneesz and GOD will be a Father 
unto you. i RG . 5 
Do nothing great or ſmall without firſt craving a Bleſſing 
from GOD, and forbear that, upon which you cannot 
find in your Hearts to crave ſuch a Bleſhng, 

Be Content with whatſoever G O D ſhall afford you 
Poverty or Riches; take heed ; repine not at his Pleaflre, | 
who in the End ¶ tho it be ſometimes contrary to our 
Senſe] works all things for the Good of his Children. 

If you Marry, preferr an honeſt Man that Fears GOD, 


before all other reſpects in the World, _. | 


Be Obedient to your Mother: Love one another; and 
live in hope to enjoy again in Heaven the Company of your 
Father, FS - © 5 

Now ready to Dye, 
John Atherton, 


85 Caſt not axay thi looſe Paper but each of you take a ( of 
t, and preſerve it by you all the Dope of pur Safe. > 
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I ſend thee to open their Eyes, to turn them from dark- 


meſs to light, from the power 772 unto God, 


that they may receive forgiveneſs of Sins, &c. 


ye all know; of whom this unwonted Confluence 
of 275 7 ſpeaks an Expectation of ſaying ſome what: Fur 
s Li 
dal to the ; and yet wholly to conceal his Peniteney 
at his Death, would be a wrong both to hm and you the 
Hearers. It was indeed his own defire, there might be 
Good ſpoke of bim at al; but (methinks) that it felf, 17 
there were no more, is Cauſe ſufficient to ſpeak ſomewhat, 
in that ſhort Expreſſion being much included. And Com- 
mendation, if ever, is then moſt ſeaſonable, when it can 
neither impute Flattery to the one, nor cauſe a Pride in 
the other. Then may be Thought the Jeſs AﬀeRed, when 
a Diſpraiſe would be the leaſt offenſive, And for that we 
have done with in the Relation. 
This Text fits the preſent Occaſion thus; St. Paul is here 
ſent to Preach the Goſpel, ſuch was the End of this our 


Brother's Ordination, but neglected. Such had been his 


Solemn Vow of latter Years, but broken, The Perſons to 
whom he was ſent, were ſuch as lived in Darkneſs, under 
the Power of Satan: ſuch to have been his Life formerly to 
the Churches Scandal 5 confeſſed. The effect of St. Paul's 
Meſſage is to open their eyes, io turn them unto G0; ſuch 
a bleed Change to have been lately found in him, hath 
been made Apparent, And if with theſe he hath obtain d 

the Efficacy of the Mean, why ſhould we barr him, from 
attaining the like Happineſs in the End alfo, viz. Furgive - 
neſs of Sins. Tis true he was ſent, and like that Son, 


that {aid he would go into the Vineyard, but went not, 


Inſtead of Converting others, he had Corrupted them; in- 
ſtead of opening their eyes, he had ſhut bis on; inſtead of 


gaining others out of — he had Liy d in the 9 
= . 5 | o 


"HAT there is an Eminent Man'this day fallen in 
- Jſrael by a Scandalous and Ignominious Death, 


e, to give the leaſt Commendation, would be a Scan- 
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: Acts XXVI. Verſe 17 & 18. 125 
I. ſend thee to open their Eyes, to turn them from dark- 
meſs to light, from the power of Satan unto God, 
that they may receive forgivene : of Sims, Kc. 


* HAT there is an Eminent Man this day fallen in 
: - Jſrael by a Scandalous and Ignominious Death, 
= ye all know; of whom this unwonted Confluence 
of People, ſpeaks an Expectation of ſaying ſome what: Fur 
bis Life, to give the leaſt Commendation, would be a Scan- 
dal to the Speaker, and yet wholly to conceal his Penitency 
at his Death, would be a wrong both to him and you the 
Hearers. It was indeed his own defire, there might be u 
Good ſpoke of bim at all; but (methinks) that it ſelf, 17 
there were no more, is Cauſe ſufficient to ſpeak ſome what, 
in that ſhort Expreſſion being much incldell. And Com- 
mendation, if ever, is then moſt ſeaſonable, when it can 
neither impute Flattery to the one, nor cauſe a Pride in 
the other. Then may be Thought the Jeſs Affected, when 
idee egal de the leaf ofenpve. And for that we 
have done with in the Relation, . 
This Text fits the preſent Occaſion thus; St. Paul is here 55 | 
ſent to Preach the Goſpel, ſuch was the End of this our Its 
| Brother's Ordination, but neglected. Such had been his 
Solemn Vow of latter Years, but broken. The Perſons to 
whom he was ſent, were ſuch as lived in Darkneſs, under 
the Power of Satan: ſuch to have been his Life formerly to 
the Churches Scandal xs confeſſed. ' The effect of St. Paul's 
Meſſage is to open their eyes, to turn them unto GOD; ſuch 
a a bleſſed Change to have been lately found in him, hath 
been made Apparent, And if with theſe he hath obtain d 
the Efficacy of the Means, why ſhould we barr him, from 
attaining the ae Happineſs in the End alfo, viz. Forgive - 
neſs of Sins. *Tis true he was ſent, and like that Sor, 
that {aid he would go into the Vineyard, but went not. 
Inſtead of Converting others, he had Corrupted them; in- 
ſtead of opening their eyes, he had ſhut bis dun; inſtead of | 
gaining others out of — he had Liv d in the e - 
15 | 0 | 
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of Darkneſs himſelf; inſtead of turning Men from the 
Power of Satan, he had drawn more Subjects to bim. 
Notwithſtanding what he was Ordained to have been an 


Inſtrument of in others, was by GO D's Grace in a great 


meaſure wrought in himſelf; and if Converſion, why ſhould. 


not we believe Forgiveneſs? And if Forgiveneſs, Bleſſed- 

_ neſs; for bleſſed js the Man whoſe iniquities are forgruen, and 
whoſe Sens are covered, &c. The Oceanof GO D's Mercy 
is able to ſwallow Mountains, as well as Mole-hills, great 
Sins as leſs, according to the proportion of Repentance. 
St. Paul a Blaſphemer yet obtained Pardon. The Crucifiers 
of the Lord of Life are bad to be Converted, and their Sins 
ſhould be blotted out. Tis true he was at firſt moved to it 
with Fear ; ſo was Noah to the ſaving himſelf by the Ark. 
Gregory Nazianzen was at firſt Converted to Chriſtianit 
in @ Storm, Our Saviour in the ſame breath calls his 


Diſciples Friends, and yet bids them fear him, for the fear 


of Hel it ſelf. He came late, fo did they that went into 
the Vineyard at the Eleventh Hour. Manaſſes began in 
Fetters, The Prodigal Son ſaid *till he was ftarv'd and 
forced. Oh let not your eyes be evil when GOD's i good. 
Where we find his Hand, why ſhould we doubt of his Seal? 
If he were turned from the power of Satan in Repentance to 
G OD, no doubt but GO D hath turned to him in grani- 
zng Forgrueneſs. | 
In the Text you may obſerve theſe Three Parts, 
Firſt, St. Paul's Miſſion, I ſend thee. | 
— His Commiſſion in three Branches, 
Firſt, To ies their Eyes. 8 
Secondly, To turn them from Darkneſs to Light. 
Thirdly, From the power of Satan unto G0 D. 


Thirdly, The happy Fruit of both, That they may receive 


forgiveneſi of Sins. 


The Firſt implies our Dignity. The 2d. our Duty. The 


3d. our Hearers Benefit, By this our Brother, the firſt at 
his. Arraignment hath been much Diſgraced. The ſecond 


in his Life more neglected. And the third at his Death, 


GOD's Mercy in him infinitely Magniſied. From the firſt, 
he judged himſelf worthy to be Degraded. For the ſecond, 
he had ſtrongly Reſolved if he had lived, to have Repaired. 
And the third was in an extraordinary manner to his 
Conſcience Sealed. So that the three things which are now 
to be handled from the Words, are theſe, be ori ns 

Firft, The Dignity of Miniſters, to be CEriſt's Meſſengers, 
1 fend thee 8 = 


S- 


— 
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ſeverally, by the Father, 


” 
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r The chief Part of their Meſſage, to be Preacher 
(the ſole End of which, is the Converting of Men) 10 open 
their eyes, io turn, &c. is „ 
To:rdly, The Latitude of G 0 D's Mercy even to the w. yſt 
of Men, who by their Preaching ſhall be Converted, tho? - 
living under the power of Satan, yet ſhall receive forgzveneſs of 


| their Sins, In the handling of which ye ſhall find ſome 


things as Seaſonable as Profitable z and throughout I would 
be "underſtood to be equally Applicatory to Biſhops, as 
other inferiour Miniflers, » hes 
Firft, The Dignity of Preachers, ſent by Chriſt ; their 
Miſſion is like St. John's Baptiſm, not of Men, but from 
Heaven, They may ſay to their Hearers as Moſes to. the 
Iſraelites, IAM bath ſent me unto you. And tis obſeryable 
their Commiſſion is SeaPd by the Bleſſed Trinity. Firſt, 
0 Month. 19. lt.) Pray the Father 
that be will ſend labourers, &c, By the Son (Epheſ. 4. x1.) 
He gave ſome Apoſtles, ſome Paſtors, ſbme Teachers, &c. By 


the Holy Ghoſt (Ads 20. 23.) Over whom the Holy Ghoſt 
* hath made you Over-ſeers. Secondly, jointly, (Maith. 28.) 


18.) Go, teach all Nations, and. baptize them in the name of 
the Father, wet Haw and of the Holy Ghoſt ; and accord- 
ingly as St. John begins his Revelation with a Salutation 
from them; ſo St. Paul concludes his ſecond Epiſtle to the 
Corinthians with a Benediction. Hence thoſe honourable 
Titles, by each of which we deny not, is imply'd a ſeveral 
Duty alſo (honos & onus) to imply their Holineſs, Men of 
GOD; their Me jew Watchmen ; their Courage, Soldiers; 
their Painfulneſs, harveſt Labourers; the Care of their Flock, 

Shepherds; their Wiſdom, Over-ſeers; their Induſtry, Huſ- 
bandmen; their Patience, Fiſhermen ; their Tenderneſs of 
Affection, Nurſes; their Love, Fathers, nay, Mothers; their 


Faithfulneſs, Stewards; their neceſſary Uſe, in preſerving, 


and informing of Men, Salt of the Earth, Light of the World ; 
their Dignity, Rulers, Embaſſadors ; their Eminency, An- 
gels; Fellow-ſervants with them, Co- workers with GO, 

hriſt's 3 Miniſters, nay, Chriſt's Glory, To the 
Miniſters of the Law indeed pertained the Glory (viz.) of 
the Ark and Temple; but theſe are termed the Glory of 
Chriſt himſelf, typified by them, whoſe preſence made the 
Glory of the latter Temple, tho! meaner in Buildin „to exceed 
the former, The Dignity done to the Prieſts and Prophets 
under the Law, was much; Jehgjada the Prieſt marries 
Jeborams Daughter the King. See the honourable Terms 
given by Obadiab (the chief of Ahab's Courtiers) to the 
Prophet Elijah ; and to omit 751 we read from good Kings 


of Honour, than he was covetous of a Gif 
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ſee Joaſh (a bad one) viſiteth Eliſba in ſickneſs, calling him 
my Father, &c. Now by how much the Goſpel excels the 
Law, ſo ought the Miniſters to be preferr'd, as being of a 
better Teſtament, and of a farr more glor:z0ous Miniſtration. 
Ambaſſadors are uſually reſpe&ed according to the Princes 
they repreſent. St. Paul was ſo received by the Galatians, 


as an Angel 4 GOD, nay, as Cbriſt Jeſus, in whoſe ſtead 


he moye nd think not this to be any Pride in magni- 
fying our Calling, St. Paul ſurely was no amy ambitious 

| . but yet that 
he might have ſome Fruit that might abound to their account, 


for their own ſakes, no doubt, he beſeecheth the Theſſaloni- 
ans, To know thoſe that were over them in the Lord, and to 


eſteem them very bighly, &c. A high Calling indeed, the 
Son of GOD hinfeſf deſpiſed | it not; and let not the 

greateſt then think his Son of too high a Birth for it. *Tis 
no Argument, that now they ſhould be made the 0f-ſcouring 
of the World, becauſe the Apoſtles were ſo; that now they 
ſhould be driven to Work with their own Hands (as ſome 
it may be would be contented with) becauſe St. Paul was 
once put to it by neceſſity: That now they ſhould have no 
reſpe&, becauſe there was ſo little heretotore- given them 
by Infidels. No; ye have not ſo learned Chriſt, and do not 
ye. fill up the meaſure of your Fathers. And yet how many 
are there, who ſeem to reverence Chriſt, but like the Jews 
mock him in his Word and Servants; like curſed Cham, 
deriding their Fathers, *till the Curſe rebound upon their 
own Heads, If like Jeremiab, a Miniſter deal truly and 
impartially, preſently Devzces are laid for him, a Conſpiracy 


tio ſimite him with the Tongue : If he endeavour to diſpoſſeſs 


a Man of his evil Spirit, then like Saul to David, a Dart is 
thrown at him, nay, Spears and Arrows of Reproaches, 
even bitter words. If a Reproof, then you. take too much 
wpon you, ge ſons of Levi. W 
ObjeF. We grant the Apoſtles to be ſent of Chriſt, but 
what is that to ſuch as are Ordained in theſe Days? 
Anſw. The difference is only Vocationjs modo. Chriſt 


calls Paul immediately by himſelf, and he calls Timothy, per 


media ordinaria; as St. Paul ſpeaking to the Elders of the 
Church of Epheſus, whom himſelf had ordained, yet (Ads 
20. 28.) he tells them the Holy Ghoſt had made them 


Over-ſeers; as his Epiſtles may be truly calPd his Writings, 
as being the Pen-man, and yet G O D's too, who was the 
In diter, and in them guided his hand: So the Meſſengers 
of the Church are alſo Chriſts, who in his Name ordain 
no other, than teſtifie they ind themſelves inwardly moved 

| : | ts 
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or Daniel) before he be c 

they Preach, i. e. de jure, unleſs rbey be ſent. G OD com- 
plains of ſome, I have not ſent them, yet they ran: 1 have not 
| ſpoken to tbem, yet they Propheſied. The Labourers tho? able 


Funeral Sermon. . = 


10 it by bis Spirit. See both together in that fore-named ; 


(2 Cor. 8. 23.) Me are the Meſſengers of the Churches, and tbe 


Flory of Chrift, as the Man is called the glory of GO D (1 Cor. 


11. 7. (and the Woman the glory of the Man. Becauſe as 
the Moon from the Sun, they each derive their Light and 
Authority from them; ſo are theſe ſo called here, as re- 


ceiving their Dignity and Commiſſion from Chriſt by the 
Churches hand, who in this ſenſe conſir me ib the words of bis 


Servants, and is with them io the end of the World, of which 


there can be no ſurer Seal, than the Aſſiſtance of GO D's 


Spirit in Converting their Hearers. 


Hence a two-fold Inſtruction for the Preacher and 
People. | a | 


For the Preacher, 1. A neceſlity of Ordination, Mark 


3. 14. None may take this + rw bim (be he as wiſe as Solomon 
d of GOD, as Aaron. How can 


and willing, yet went not into the Vineyard *till. they 
were bidden by the Husband-man. They who climb into 


this Office through the Window of their own Pride and 


Self- conceit, and enter not by this Door, are rather Thieves 


than Shepherds. Tis an Gbſervation ſome have made of 
the why he fell into ſuch dangerous Errors, tho? he 
Fe 


an excellent Wit, becauſe he fo long neglected Orders. 

2. A neceſſity of continuance, if their Miſſion be from 
Chriſt, none can then give them a Diſmiſs, but Chriſt, 
Have you ſet your hand to this Plough, there is no looking 
back; whatever other imployment by Man is laid upon 
you, of this you cannot be unloaden. There may be in- 
deed ſome good Cauſe of a Removal from a Place, even 


for the ſame the Colt our Saviour ſent for was looſened, viz. 


when the Lord hath elſe-where need of you : But I find no 
Writ of Eaſe in any Place to diſpenſe with the Office, 

For the People, Firſt, then give them Entertainment; 
the Apoſtle argues this Caſe largely (Cor. 9.) What Amend- 
ment ſoever hath been here of late in ſome places, yet fill 
in moſt, the Means of the Teuite is like the Garments of 


_ David's Servants by Hanan King of Ammon, cut off by the 


halves. But let ſuch conſider the Admonition of Moſes, 
Deut. 12. 19. Take heed 10 your ſelves, they that thus rob 
GOD, do but in concluſion rob themſelves, as there are 
in Story divers ſuch Obſer vat ions. Moſes's Prayer. for 
Tevi is. till effeual (Chap. 33. 11.) Bleſs, '- Lord, bis 
ſubſtance, and ſmite through the Joins of ibem that riſe gainf 
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bim, and of them that hate bim, that they riſe not again 
That diſtinction of three ſorts of Sacrilege by Peter Lombard, 
is commonly known, Sacrum de ſacro, non ſarrum de ſacro, 
ſacrum de non ſacro, as that of Thomas Aquinas, that it may 
be committed againſt three, in Perſonam, in Locum, in Rem. 
The laſt of each are alike, in a Robbery upon the Churches 
Poſſeſſions; where in other Countries it hath been conſented 
to, it is now as much Repented of, tho' too late. 
Jiuſtinian makes it a greater Sin than Treaſon, How- 
ſoever, thou who worthily- abborreſt Idols, do not thou commit 
Saerilege. You that ſtand for Chriſt's Word, do not you 
caſt lots for his Coat. The Fith St. Peter catch'd, came up 
with Money in the Mouth, and certainly ſuch as are 
truly taken by the Net of GOD's Word, will not grudge to 
ſupply the Miniſter in Texporals, who communicates to him 
in Spirituals; and what ye yield let it be willingly, not 
wrung out by Suits : Such as ſtrive with the Prieſt are ac- 
counted the worſt of Men by the Prophet, Zofea 4. 4. How 
able and active this our Brother was in the Recoveries of ſuch 
Dues, ye all know : But what a Grief now, . his ſpending fo 
much time in them was, whereby he loft himſelf; I know. 
The regaining of the Churches Rights he thought might be 
done, but the gaining of Souls, the Rights of Chriſt pur- 
_ chaſed by his Blood, by no means ſhould be left undone, 
Often did he apply to himſelf that Speech of a great Man * 
at his laſt, Had be been as dilige nt to have done GOD ſervice, 
a be had done the King, be had hes the King's favour ftill, 
So had he been as converſant in the Study of the Goſpel, 
for the inſftrufttion of Men, as he had been in the Law, for 
the ſetling of Lands, be had not by the Law ſo deſervedly 
loſt Lands, Body and Eſtate, and all at once, We are 
called Fiſhers, not Hunters, Fiſhers of Men, not of Money. 
We are preſt for a Spiritual Warfare, and ſuch entangle not 
themſelves with the affairs of this Life. St. Auguſtine's Spi- 
rit is very "worthy of imitation, who was hardly drawn 10 
anſwer any Letters for himſelf, or others, that concern d theſe 
worldly matters, only ready for ſuch wboſe Subject was Spiritual. 
And if at any time be were neceſſitated to it, he thought ſo 
much loſt, and returned from it, as a Priſoner ſet at Liberty. 
Nay, ſometimes, Gave up bis Right, rather than run him- 
ſelf into a Labyrinth of Law Contentions, according to that 
our Saviour ( Matth. 5. 40.) The only way the Devil is 
ſometimes put to, for the ſtopping of the Mouths of able 
Divines. If he can but get their hearts to cleave to the 
World in ſuits, ſoon cleaves their Tongues to the roofs of their 
Mouths for Preaching, and fo by a diſuſe in time, according 
X Cardinal Woolſey, © | to 
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to that threatning in the Prophet to the Idle berd, - 
br are dried up, their right * utterly lated? and | 
I 


their right hands, with the Pſalm fo ets their cunning + 
Their Abilities and Gifts periſh alſo. And tis certain (how- 
ſoever others have thought the contrary) that as the in- 


terpoſition of the Earth Eclipſes the Moon, ſo theſe Earthly 


Imployments inſtead of Spiritual, hath rather Clouded than 


added to the Glory of our Function. | 
Secondly, Then give them Audience, Obedience: I put 
them together, as indeed they ſhould never be ſever d. 
Firſt, Audience, the denying of which to the Am or 
of the meaneſt Prince on Earth, is accounted the higheſt 
Indignity. 0h, ſee then je fefuſe not him who jpeaks from 


Heaven, Say ever in this ſenſe with Samuel, Speak, Lord, | 


thy Servant bheareth. And when ye do, let it be with At- 
tention ; not to have your Mind roving about ſome other 
matter, your Tongues whiſpering in anothers Ear (a fault 
this our Brother publickly acknowledged in himſelf.) And 
let it be alſo with Reverzxce. Remember tis the voice of 
GOD, and not of Man, as one obſerves of that Speech of 
Jobs the Baptiſt, Ego ſum vox in deſerto. Jobn was the 

oice, but G OD the Speaker ; as Holy Mes were the Pen- 
men of the Scripture, but G O D the Inditer. Balaam 


| bids Balat ariſe. Eglon of himſelf, roſe up from his Throne 


when Ehud ſaid he had a Meſſage from GOD to him, If 
theſe gave this outward Reverence, let us add an inward Re- 
verence and Fear alſo. Secondly, give them Obedzence, the 
former is but the ſhell, the ſhadow, this is the ſubſtance. 
Many indeed give us the Fearing, but very few in that 
ſenſe tis uſually taken in the Prophets, viz. Obeying. Re- 
member we are GOD's Meſſengers, Great Mens Intreaties 
are Commands: Our Commands from GOD are but 
Intreaties. GO P doth beſeech you by us, we pray you in 
ChriſPs ftead ; unheard of, that a King ſhould Petition to 


his Subjects; And yet who of you Yields? Who Obeys? 


Hiſtorians ſay, that Men's lives were never worſe, than 
when the ſeven Wiſe Men lived. It would be ill News if 
it ſhould be ſo with us, fince the long continuance of the 
Wiſdom of the Word among us. However as our Saviour, 
ſo may we ſay unto you alſo, We have not ſpoken of our 
ſelves, but the Father which hath ſent us, be gave us a Commanid 
what we ſhould ſay, and what we ſhould ſpeak: And the 
Word which we have in G OD's Name ſpoken, and not 
obey' d, ſhall riſe in Judgment againſt you in the laſt Day. 
Object not the diſobedience of this particularPerſon,to palliate 
your own, Let his Selt-Condemnation prevent yours, 0 
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Exhortation to others, be yours, He was a Prodigal, but 
returned; once loft, but now found; and if the Father have 
remitted it, let not his Brethren be offended at it. And 
ſo much for the firſt Part of the Text, St. Paul's Mzſſion, 
Iſead thee: i - ee 
No the Second Part of this Text concerns St. Pauls 
Commiſſion, in a Word of Information, To open their eyes. In 
a Word of Application, To turn them, c. (the two neceſ- 
ſary parts of a Sermon.) Before you heard our Dignity, now 
we will confeſs our Duty, and tis this Latter that maſt ſup- 
port the Former. And for this, we ſhall conſider it two 
ways, as it may concern this our Brother. | 

Firſt, Actively, as being his Duty towards others. 
Secondly, ee as having been eſſectual in bimſelf. 
In the Firſt, I ſhall but perform the Vill of the Dead, 
who had intended at the Place of Execution to haye made 
a large Exbortative Speech, 10 the diligent performance of his 
Function in Preaching and Catechizing; but that he thought 
few of his Profeſſion would be there, and the Papiſts (who 
might be the moſt) would but deride him, and ſo omitted 
it. Only he declared how the Neglect of it, was his 
greateſt Grief; and for the breach of bis Vow, in which he was 
perſuaded (as a juſt puniſhment) GOD left bim to himſelf, 
whereby he came to bis ſhameful End; for this Sin of Omiſſion, 

be obſerved G 0 D's Juſtice in giving bim over t6 Sins of 
' Commiſſion, according to that of the Apoſtle, (Row. 1. 21, 
24, 26.) And as this Subject is ſeaſonable in regard of his 
particular, ſo is it neceſſary in regard of the Times negle& 
in General. When Preaching is ſo undervalued, fo ſlighted, 
as if it were too mean for the Dignitaries and Fatbers of 
our Church, and only left as the Refuſe of our Office for the 
3 Miniſters, And let me not be miſ.underſtood, as 
if in the words of St. Paul, I had ought to accuſe my Nation, 
or Profeſſion of: Or, with Cham had a deſire to diſcover my 
Fathers nakedneſs. No; only let me magnifie their Office, 
and in this our Brothers ſtead, incite them unto that, 
whereby their Dzgnity with Man here, and their Comfort 
with GO D hereafter may, be continued, HT 

The Sum of the Apoſtles Commiſſion, you ſee here is 
Preaching, which we ſhall according to the Text, conſider, 
firſt in it ſelf, and then its ſeveral Parts. 

Firſt, In the General, from the Sum of the Apoſtles 
Meſſage, obſerve this, vi. That Preaching and Converting 
the Souls of Men, of all the Aﬀs of the Miniſtry is the moſt 
Apoſtolical. For farther Proof, fee 1 Tim. 2. 7. both put 
together, I am ordained a Preacher, and an Apoſtle, a aver, 
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of the Gentiles, &c. The very ſame Words again (2 Tim. | | 


1. IT.) in both, ſee how the Apoſtleſhip is {ſupported on 
each ſide with this imployment. *Tis preferr'd before the 
Adminiſtration of Sacraments (1 Cor. 1. 17.) Chrift ſent 
ane not (i. e. not ſo much) to Baptzze, but to Preach the 
Goſpel. Nay above Mzracles, Gifts of Tongues, Goyern- 
ment, &c. See 1 Cor. 12. 28, 29. GOD bath ſet in the 
Church, firſt Apoſtles, ſecondly Prophets, thirdly Teachers, after 
that Miracles, ** of Healing, Government, diuerſities 
of Tongues, &c. Now wherein hath it ſo offended, that 
lately it ſhould be compell'd to take the loweſt room ? : 
_ *Tis a Speech of Gregory, We account thoſe 10 bear the J. 
mage of the Apoſtles, who are Preachers. And if ſo, why 
ear we no more of it from him, who boaſts his Sze to be 
only 2 who hath not been known far to diſparage 
If theſe many Hundred Years. The more we draw 
back in it, the nearer we ſhall draw to him. There were 
ſome in the Church of Epheſus, that ſaid they were Apoſtles, 


and were not. Let this one 22 be their Tryal, which if 


admitted, the former would be found a Liar. IT 
Now if Preaching be the maſt Apoſtolical, certainly t 
Concluſion following muſt be undeniable, wiz. Then the moſt 
Epiſcopal, whoſe: Succeſſors they are, For which, who 
knows. not that (in 1 Tim. 3. which St. Hierom well 
calls Speculum Sacerdotii) the prime Quality of a Biſhop is to 
and fit, but apt and ready 


that Preaching was the moſt principal and proper Ad 
Biſhop ; and accordingly applies ezght Titles to them, that 
imply that labour. Nay, ſo proper to a Biſhop, that before 


St. Auguſtine's time it was not uſual for a Presbyter to 


Preach in the Preſence of a Biſhop ; at leaſt it was againſt 
the Cuſtom of the Africk Church. We read halerius then 
Biſhop of Zippo was much cenſured by other neighbouring 
Biſhops, that he ſhould permit St. Auſtin, being then but 
a Presbyter, to Preach ſooften before him, and not to do it 


himſelf, and yet there was ſome Reaſon for it: Fulerius 


being a Grecian, was not ſo perfect in the Language as 
St. Auſtin was. And from his Example it began firſt that 
Presbyters got the honour to preach the word of GO D in the 

1 Cuſtom howſoever St. 
Hierom from another ground pleads much againſt, .as.infer- 
ring that the Biſhop ſhould delight to bear ſuch of his, own 
Election to perform their Office, Yet he acknowledgeth it 
to have been the Cuſtom then alſo, But to return to St. Au- 
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cover? No; then tis ſaid he Preached much more than he 


' Preaching, Om 


did befbre, whereſoever he came, whenſoever asked. The 
like of St. Ambroſe (by whoſe frequent Preaching, St. Au- 
ftin himſelf was Converted) the introduction into whoſe 


. firſt Sermon after his Election, was the athrming this to be 


h proper — neceſſary Function. St. Chryſoſtom calls 

mium bbnorum ſumma, and according to his 
own practice would have a Biſhop Preach every Day, with 
whom ye have often cras & beri, as if he were rather a 
daily Preacher, than a weekly. St. Hierom's Speech, a 
Biſhop ſhould be for the Church, as tis ſaid of Moſes and 


Aaron for the Tabernacle, they departed not from it, always 


either Preaching or Studying for it ; either with Peter and 
Andrew Fiſhing, or with James and John amending their 
Nets. Well, methinks, when I read of St. PauPs Charge for 
'this particular to Tz-:0thy, the firſt Biſhop of Epheſys,and not 
Parochial neither, 1 Tim. 4; 1. and a fickly Mah too, 


and in what high Terms he 1 it. I charge thee, before 


GOD and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall judge the quick and 
the dead at bis appearing, and in his Kingdom, preach tbe 


Word, be inſtant, &c. It ſhould make many a Man's Ear 
to tingle, that hath wholly Neglected it; the like you have 


again (Tim. 6, 13.) 


For Excuſes, if a not being bound to any particular 
Charge be pretended, let them conſider St. PauPs free 
Preaching, which he ſo much Glories in, (1 Cor. 9. 19.) 


tho' he were free from all, yet had voluntarily made himſelf 


ſerviceable to ſome, *Tis poſſible for ſome urgent Cauſe, 
the Maintenance out of one Place may be imployed for the 
upholding G O D's Service in another. Like St. Paul (2 
Cor. 11. 8.) who ſaith, he had robbed other Churches, taking 
wages of them, 10 do the Corinthians ſervice for it. But to 
be wholly Idle in all places, is Robbery indeed, If Im- 
ployment in Government be alledged for an Exemption, let 
them again think of what St. Paul ſaith of himſelf (Upon 
whom came daily the Care of all the Churches) 1 Cor. 9. 
16. Ter neceſſity is laid upon me, and woe unto me if Ipreach 
not the Goſpel, and Pau] aged too, If diſputing and wri- 
ting, Oc. be produced (as the beſt) for a Diſpenſation; 
let them ſtill remember it was St. Paul's work att z. 28 


Writing not a little. So Diſputing daily with the Fews 


and Greeks, Apollos and Barnabas did the like with the 
falſe Apoſtles. St. Peter with the falſe Teachers. St. John 
confutes Antichriſtian Doctripe, and for convincing Gain- 


ſayers none are freed from. See but what is Recorded of 
St. Aug uſtine, how many Hereticks he had a daily contention 


- _wW 


with, 
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with, Arians,* Manichees, ' Pelagians, Donatifts (one of which 
was Converted only by a Digreſſion in his Sermon) againſt 
whom, and of divers other Subjects he wrote ſo much, that 
if all were extant, he that writes his Life ſaith, The greateſt 
Student would have his fill in reading of them only. Vet not- 
withſtanding, how did he labour ina-conſtant Preaching to 
his laſt 3 and the like might be related of divers others. 

So that no pretence whatſoeyer- can excuſe them from 
the performance of this Function, to what Dignity ſoever 
advanc'd, what Burthen ſoeyer Travelling under. I have 


often wonder'd at that in'Fotham's Parable, that when 


ſome of the Trees were deſir'd to Rule over the reſt, ſaith 
the ive, why ſhould I leave my fatneſs, where witb by me 
they honour GOD and Man, &c, ſaith the Fig-tree, Why 


ſhould I leave my ſweetneſs and my good Fruit, &c. and go to 


be promoted over the Trees > Why ſhould Promotion over 
others, make Men barren in themſelves ? Could they not 
bear Rule, and bear Fruit together > Twas but a Parable, 
and let it be ſo ſtill, without any farther Application; only 
let- none of us having a Talent, be like the unprofitable 
Servant in hiding it. DS 
And in Concluion, let me be but your Remembrancer, 
of what hath been ſo ſolemrly and publickly Vowed at Or- 
dination and Conſecration, and ſuch a Profeſſion before 
many Witneſſes ought to be of no light eſteem. The Ex- 
hortation to Preaching before the receiving the Order of 
Priefthood, the obligatory Promiſes upon demand for it, 
the Words of Ordination it felt, the folemn Delivery of the 
Bible, with a Charge to Preach; this being the Sum of 
the Office, why retain we the Name without Executing it ? 
And are not the ſame, with other Additions renewed at the 
Conſecration of a Biſhop ? As the Epiſtle, ſo the Chaice of 
the Goſpel, for that oecaſion, viz. St. Peter charg'd three 


times by our Saviour, If be loved him feed bis Sheep, bis 


Lambs, had its meaning. The ſpecial Prayer at the 
Conſecration tends the ſame way. The Re · delivery of the 
Bible as before, and opened with a Charge again to be 
diligent in Teaching, in giving beed t0 Exhortation, and to 
Dodtrine, thereby to ſave. himſelf, and thoſe that hear him 
to be a Shepherd, and not a Wolf ; to ſeek the loft, &c. And 
in concluſion, a Prayer that the Spirit may deſcend upon 
bim for the Preaching of the Nord; and being earneſt in Re- 
proving, Beſeeching, Rebuking, &c, Theſe furely are too, 


ſerious to. be thus ſlighted, be not decerved,” & De is nat 


mocked. Now if any Perſon thus Ordained and Conſecrn- 
ted hays been Negli gent cc” _ g, let not the * 


110 Biſhop A T H E RT ON 
be caſt upon our Church, who you ſee is very careful in 
enjoining, and the Bonds it takes for keeping Covenant 
are the greateſt that can be given; the forfeiture of which 
will not fail to be calld upon at the Judgment of the great 
Day. And ſo much for the firſt thing, the Neglect of 
which this our Brother ſo much lamented, viz. The /Fore- 
noons Work in Preaching. e 5 ; 

There is a Second, which he had expreſly Vowed alſo, 
and broken, and for which equally with the former he ac- 
knowledged G 0 D's Juſtice in this Puniſiment; and that 
was the Neglect of publick Catechiſing, in a plain and familiar 
Expoſition of the Credenda and Agenda, contained in our 

| Church · Catechiſm, enjoined to be the Afternoons Work j 
it and it were well, if every Sunday had its Morning an 

1 Evening Sacrifice, its former and latter Rain. In the Morn- 
Ing ſow thy ſeed; in the Evening with-hold not thy hand. Of 
| which Duty, give me leave to ſpeak a Word alſo, as being 


* 2 thing of all others the moſt neceſſary, in this ignorant 
TE * MFfland; theſe are the Foundation of Chriſtian Religion, 
hich as it was St. Pauls Glory to have lad it with the 
* Corinthians, ſo would it be the Glory of this Age, to com- 
paſs the like with this People; until which be done, it 
muſt needs be in vain, to proceed to a Building of higher 
Points. And I believe, without any Diſparagement T | 
may ſay of the major part of any of our Congregations, 
as the Apoſtle of that famous Church of the Hebrews, | 
They have more need of Mil than of ſtrong Meat. Tn which, 
if it were fit for me to direct others er Experience 
than my ſelf, I would adviſe of four Things. 
Firſt, To fhun Diverſities of Catechiſms ; for every one 
to be Teaching a ſeveral, as beſt likes his Fancy, is but to 
diſtra& and confound the People, if they ſhould remove 
from one Pariſh to another. What are they, but ſeveral 
Methods of the ſame thing in ſubſtance ? Let us all pitch 
upon one; And why not that appointed by Authority? 
Secondly, Shun intricate and unneceſſary Controverſies ; 
which as at all times in common Congregations are un- 
profitable, ſo in this Exerciſe the moſt unſtaſonable. That 
Claufe in the Apoſtles Letter from their firſt General Coun- 
cil is very imitable in this, Ve think it fit to lay upon you 
uo other burthen than neceſſary matters; vain babblings, fooliſh 
que ions, and ſtriving about words, and ſuch kind of needleſs 
contentions, St. Paul bids Timothy and Titus avoid, as being 
z0 220 profit. Among which may be reckon'd the filling 
ignorant Peoples Ears with Queſtions of Church Diſcipline, 
which doth not concern them, and negle& the Main, Tis a 
Sd 
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good Rule, every thing is ſo far Commendable as it may 


be Profitable. e ö | 
Thirdly, Handle theſe Things briefly, without affe&ing 
too much Latitude. St; Paul had taught his HEarers in the 
Compaſs of three Years, the whole Counſel of GOD, both in 
ublick and private, and ſuch as ſhall dwell ſo long upon one 
dubjeck, obſerve nat the Cuſtom of the Antient Church. 
How brief is St. Auguſtine's Symbolum, S. Jerome's Explanatio 


fidei ad Damaſum & Cyrillum ? St. Cyprian's Expolition of 


the whole Lord's Prayer is not near the Length of an ordi- 
nary Sermon, *Tis true, it may be faid of each Petition aud 


Commandment, as the Philoſopher ſaith of the Soul, tis 


U. Y A/ u,, à great Thing in alittle Compaſs, like 
a Star, little in your Eye, but in it ſelf of a large Magni- 
tude; like a Fountain, narrow at the Head, but mighty 
Streams may be drawn from it, To that Petition, Thy Rome 
dom come, or thy Will be done, may be referr*d a great Part 
of the Body of Divinity, (as ſome de Deo & de Regno Dez, 


others de Fide & obedientid, make to conſiſt the Whole) ; but 


would it not be very impertinent to draw all thither? And 


let me add, that Length of Time (howſoever ſome Glory in 


it) doth not always argue the better Building, or the more 
Coſt, Solomen's Temple was built in ſeven Years. Herod's 
was Forty {ix Years building, yet we cannot imagine it te 
have exceeded Solomon's. Nay, in this Spiritual Building, 
it may be Want of Pains that cauſeth a long Tractate; the 
better Things are ſtudy'd and digeſted, the more able ſhall 
he be to prune off unneceſſary Diſcourſes, and to contract his 
Matter into the narrower Room. | 8 
Fourthly, Handle them often. In the French and ſome of 
the German Churches, as the Sun runs his Courſe in the 
Heaven once a Year, ſo do they run through thoſe Heavenly 


Principles in the ſame Compatsz for which our Canons have 


well provided alſo. An Error in ſome, who think it ſuffi- 


cient to go through them ance in their Lives, or a few of 


them once a Year in Lent, No, People have not ſuch ſtron 
Memories for Spiritual Matters, but that we had Need wit 
St. Peter, To put them in Remembrance of theſe Things often, 
nay always; for ſome Kind of Meats it ſufficeth, they are 


had ſometimes of the Year, in their Seaſons; but for Bread 


there muſt be a daily Provition, Tis ſo for the Soul, for in 
— it e tons be . handled 2 
for the Principles of the Catechiſm, they are your neceſſary 
Food, without which your Souls cannot be nouriſh'd unto 
Everlaſting Life; therefore it is fit that ſome of them ſhould 
be eyer founding in your Ears. And for this it ſelß, let it 


not 
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vot be thought too mean for the Chief of Us. You ſee, tis 
the Office of a Maſter-Builder. And among the Fathers, 
have we not many Introductions to the Vulgar. Lactanct ius s 
Inſtitutions% Grills Catechiſms; Clemens Alexandrinus 
Pædagogus; St. Auguſtin's Enchiridion, and his Book de 
Catechizandis Rudibus, and the like; St. Paul was all Things 
to All, To the weak he became as weak, that by all means be 
migbi ſave ſome. - | | 
Let me, for the Concluſion of this, exhort Al, without 
; Exception, unto Diligence in both theſe Particulars ; hig. 
4 | Preaching and Catechizing, which by this our Brother were 
if ſo neglected and lamented. Be nat ſlothful in the Lord's 
Wt - Bufineſs, and in the Lord's Vineyard ; were it no more than 
1 ö the Sight of thoſe of the Romiſb Clergy in every Corner, 
4 | who travel Sea and Land to make their Proſelites, it ſhould 
1 methinks be enough to whet our Reſolutions to be more in- 
4 duſtrious. Ye have heard, Reſpec is your Due, but thoſe 
AM are only worthy of double honour, who are xo labourers 
zn the word and dotrine + Maintenance is your Due, but *tis 
the labourer is worthy of bis hire: High Eſteem is your Due, 
v ate bx g, but for your work's ſake, What is the 
Cauſe of late, the Calling hath fallen into ſuch Contempt ? 
Is it not for not ſhewing your ſelves workmen, rightly dividing 
#he word of truth? Why are many of the People like thoſe 
dry Places, in Regard of any Goodneſs, which the unclear 
Spirit walks through; Is it not becauſe you for preaching 
have paſſed over like Clouds and Wind without Rain? What 
is the Cauſe ſo few ſubject themſelves to Chriſt's Scepter ? 
Is it not becauſe the Sword of his Spirit (the Word) is not thus 
drawn out by you? This and the like were the ſole Apoſto- 
lick Weapons, whereby the World was at firſt ſubdu'd. By 
thefe Arms the Fathers, purg'd it of Hereſies and Schiſms 
afterwards, not by pzlloring, impriſoning, obtaining Imperial 
Edicts, (as tis ſaid of St. Auguſtine) but by preaching. 
And let no Man neither deſpiſe the day of ſmall things. St. 
 Ambtoſe's firſt Sermon, de Grano Sinapis, (as appears by the 
Beginning) was preach'd to a thin Auditory. Our Saviour 
was content with one Woman at Samaria. Noah's eight 
Perſons in the Ark were the better Audztory, tho* the whole 
Old World were the greater. Pretend neither the Unde- 
oency of the Church; our Saviour preach'd out of a Fiſher- 
Boat ; St. Paul upon the Sands, Where you find dead Car- 
edſſes, thither ſhould ye, like the Eagles, reſort. Nay, there 
is a Way whereby all this enjoyn'd may not ſeem a Burthen 
us neither. There is a Labour of Love (the Apoſtle ſpeaks 
of) that will make us Jove the Labour. Jacob, becauſe hg 
— 
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loved Rachel, thought his ſeven Years Service nothing. 
What Pains do we fee ſome take, in Hunting, Fowling, &c. 


_ accounted but 4 Sport, becauſe they love it] How do ſome 


toil for the Love of Money, Things momentany ! And ſhall 
not our Love to Chriſt conſtra in us rather? The Compaſſion 
to the Souls that are Chriſt's, the Gain of an Immortal 


Crown with Chriſt, much more inflame us. 


And yet there is one Thing more behind, which if we 
will fullfil our Miniſtry, maſt not be omitted, which we 
have alſo folemnly promis'd, and that is, private Admoni- 
tions. St. Paul had ſomewhat to do from Houſe to Houſe, 
as well as in the Pulpit. Embaſſadors have not done all in 


delivering their Embaſſage publickly upon the Day of Au- 


dience, but there is much Employment alſo in private 
Treaties, The Husbandman viſits his Ground often after 


it is ſown. *Tis the Ignorance of ſome People to be all for 


the Publick, and the Negle& of ſome Miniſters to make 
that their Stint, No, you will find it otherwiſe in St. 
Paul's Epiſtles to Timothy and Titus, and *tis a Thing moſt 
uſeful in this Kingdoin, where there are ſo many that hate 
the Light in publick. This was St. Auguſtin's Practice too, 
he had uſually a Chapter read at his Table, upon which he would 
be Commenting to his Gueſts, took all Opportunities in private 
to inculcate what he had deliver'd before, and chiefly endeavours 
ing to inſtruct thoſe, who might be able to teach others. And 
this Part of our Function the Apoſtle gives a ſpecial Cavear, 
that it be done with Meekneſs of Wi/dom, or elſe he may 
offend as much in admoniſhing, as the Party who is to be 
admoniſt'd. - A Word fitly ſpoken, ſaith Solomon, is like Ap» 
ples of Gold in Pictures of Silver, as an Earing of Gold, ſo is a 
wiſe Reprover, Cc. The Word in the Original z ſpoken up- 


on its Wheels, which always hath the beſt Succeſs, when it 
runs upon theſe Four, in a right Obſervation of the Manner, 
Time, Place, aud Perſon, ; 


There was another Thing we ſhall find often lamented by 
this our Brother alſo, which we muſt not omit, and that 
was his Inconſtancy, in what we have already ſpoken of. 
He had run well formerly, but of late Years had ſlack'd 
his Pace; upon which I was an Ear-Witneſs of his ſavoury 
Counſel to others, by his Example, To continue conſtantly in 


well. doing, and not to meaſure their Courſe according to the 
Pleaſure of the Times:* Let me alſo commend: this to you 
from him, as the Crown of all the former, Vz. Confancy. 


Continue in the things thou haſt been aſſur d of, Sc. Theſe 
Things, I will that thou aſirm conftantly, take heed to th 


: ſelf,” and to the doctrine, and continue in them, were the Ad- 


monition 
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monition of St. Pau} to his Sons Tixrothy and Titus, Let 
us intend-theſe Things, and intend them wholly. An over 
active Spirit, that admits as Inmates, a Multitude of 
other Offices, to have one Foot in the Church, another in 
the City, and as if it were a T7epos, a third in the Camp, 
uſually miſcarries in all. Qui in omnibus aliquid, in toto nihil, 
let every one abide in that whereunto he is call'd. in the 
AMiniſtery, let us wait on our Miniſtry; be that teacheth, on 
Teaobing ; and be that exhorte th, on Exhortation, and then may 
he expect a Bleſſing. Zacharias receivd that joyful News 
of a Son by the Angel, while he was ezecuting his Prieſtly 
Office in the Temple. The Shepherds theirs, while they 
were attending their Flocks by Night; the Diſciples were 
calPd by our Saviour to be Apoſtles, while they were in their 
Callings. What Work are you ſet unto? Bleſſed is that Ser- 
want, whom his Lord when he comes ſhall find ſo doing. | 
Some have been inconſtant in the Doctrine deliver'd ; 
*twas Reuben's Blot (who loſt his Dignity) to be unſtable as 


Water, to be like a Wave of the Sea, (to which St. James 


compares ſome) ; turning according to Wind and Tide, is not 
becoming God's Meſſengers, who rather are compar'd to 
Rzvers, which hold their Courſe, let the Wind blow which 
way it will; to be double minded, or as the Pſalmiſt double 
hearted, is bad; but to be Siaoyus double tongu'd, is worſe, 


much condemn'd in Deacons, (1 Tim. 3. 8.) and in this 


Senſe it muſt needs be the more, when *tis- in Matter of 
Doctrine, to deliver it ſometimes one way, ſometimes another, 
No, as St. Jude v. 3. that Doctrine ye have once deliver'd 
to the Saints contend for; If I build the Things which I de- 
ſtroy d, (faith St. Paul) I make my ſelf a Tranſpreſſor. Our 
Word was not yea and nay, that with me there ſhould be yea, 
yea, and nay, 7 2 Cc. As the Lord who ſends us changetb 
not, ſo his Meſſengers muſt not be Changlings neither. The 
Septuag int Tranſlation, howſoever highly to be eſteem'd, yet 


on this appears, that they were not .32omvesvro; but led by 
a private Spirit, in that they changed ſome Things of pur- 


= to pleaſe Ptolemy and his Queen; like the Oracle, when 
King Phillip came to enquire oi it, the Prieſts made it an- 
ſwer according to his Humour: But it muſt not be ſo with 
us. The Rabbins fabulize, the Manna had a ſeveral Taſte 
according to every Man's Palate. I know, People would 
fain have it fo, in the Delivery of this Heavenly Manna of 
the Word. But if we ſhall ſo ſtudy to Rege Mew we ſhall not 
be the Servants of Chrif, >, Avg; 
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Others are 7nconffant for the Time ; have born Fruit, but 
now are barren ; and yet ſuch as are of GO D's planting in 
bis houſe bring forth fruit in their 01d Age. Old Men muſt 
praiſe GOD as well as Children, and fo accordingly was 
the Spirit pour'd out. The two faithful Witneſſes, their 


Lives and Preaching ended together, Thus was it with 
St. Auguſtine ; be Preached till his laſt ſickneſs, being then 76 
Nears Old. Indeed there is no doubt a decrepit old Age, 


and Decay of natural Faculties, muſt have a Diſpenſation. 
GOD in that Caſe hath Mercy and not Sacrifice ; like the 
Levites in the Law, diſcharged from the heavieſt Burthen 
of their Office at fifty Years. But let us not pretend more 
Weakneſs than is. Our Bodies (make the moſt of them 
we can) muſt at length fall to Duſt, Now, can they be 
ſpent in a more honourable Service than the Miniſtry ? 
The next degree (I hold) to Martyrdom ? The uſual Plea, is 
Indiſpoſition of Body. Timothy was ſuch a one indeed, had 


many Infirmitzes ; St. Paul loy'd him Dearly. Yet, (tho? - 


he allow'd him a little Wine) does not Preſcrite him 17:tle 
Preaching. ' His Charge is ſtill the ſame (2 Epiſt. 4. 1.) 
and methinks ſtrange Council for a weak Man. . The 
Orange. Tree, they write, is _— Fruit all the Year 


long, as ſome are ripe, ſo others are ſtill budding. A good 
Emblem of a Preacher ; as he ſhould be Weekly ſending 


forth his Labours, fo providing anew again: In this ſence, 


like the Houſholder, bringing out of his Treaſure things new 


and old. 

| Oh! this Conftancy in Preaching, and in ſome conſtant 
Method (tho? it be the meaner) doth more good, than now 
and then only an elaborate Sermon : Like a conſtant Diet 
(tho' it be courſe Fare) nouriſheth more, than now and 
then a Feaſt, when they muſt Faſt a long while between. 
Object not, as a Diſcouragement, that thou ſeeſt no Good 
come of it. Conſider, the Phyſician gives not always his 
Patient over, becauſe he mends not at firſt. The Soldier 


doth not raiſe the Siege, becauſe the City is not taken the 


firſt Day. Tis poſſible, it may be with ſome of us for 
many Years, as it was with St. Peter for one Night, he 
had been caſting in, but taken nothing; yet with him, at 
our Saviour's Command, we mutt caſt in again. Nay; 
the Kingdom of GO D (faith Chriſt) is like one Sowing, 
and the Ted ſprings and grows up, but he knows not how, Thou 
ſeeſt no Fruit; no more did Elias (tho quick-5ghted) the 
ſeven thouſand in Iſrael : Much is loſt ; *twas our Saviouar's 
own Caſe, few Converted by him, yet never Man ſpake like 


bim. Abundance of — People compaſſed the Pe f 


Be- 


* F TATE. IE 5 


F > 5 — 
. 
. 


46 Biſhop AT HE RT ON. 


Betheſda; but there was but one Healed at once, and that 
at a certain ſeaſon too, when an Angel deſcended. Tis ſo 
in theſe Waters of the Sanctuary; tis well if in a great 


Congregation one may be Converted by the Sermon. St. 
Paul knew he ſhould never gain all, and therefore was con- 
tent, if he could win but ſome. Haſt thou ſown, tis not 


loſt neither, if another reap the Fruit after thee ; as our 
Saviour to the Diſciples, others have labour d, and you have 
entred into their labours : Be thou ever with St. Paul and 
Apollos, planting or watering, and commit the zncreaſe to 


GOD that muſt give it. Pray for the Deſcent of this Dew 


of Heaven whereby it may ſpring ; but if it be with-held, 
for thy ſelf, remember the Speech of the Prophet, Iſa. 49. 


4. I have laboured in vain, I have 2 my ſtrength for nought, 
5 


yet my judgment is with the Lord, and my reward with my] 
GOD. Thy reward ſhall be ſecundum laborem, non ſecun- 


dum proventum. If Mocks and Reproaches befall you, be 


not troubled. Vipers will leap upon Paul's hands: Shake 
them off as he did, no hurt ſhall come unto you. Be faithful 


unto Death, and ye ſhall reoeive the Crown of Life. 


And thus having ſupply'd that which this our Brother 
had defir'd to have done himſelf (tho? much larger than I 
had at firſt intended) concerning the Commiſſion of Preaching 
zn the general, Jam now farther invited by the Text to a 
Conſideration of the ſeveral Parts of it alſo, which are theſe 
Two, An Information, 10 open their eyes; An Exbortation, 


0 turn them from darkneſs, &c. 


Firſt, Obſerve, It is our Duty to open the eyes of Men 
(z. e.) their underſtandings for matter of Knowledge, as 


| Mal. 2. 7. The Prieſts lips ſhould preſerve knowledgr. The 
Popiſn Prieſts do what they can to cloſe the Peoples Eyes, 


tis our Profeſſion to clear them, How often to this pur- 
poſe have ye the Prayer of the Apoſtle, That the eyes of their 
underſtandings may be enlightned, that they may increaſe in 
knowledge, and in all judgment. , 
From hence then muſt follow, theſe two Requiſites in a 
Preacher, | | Ki 
_ Firſt, Ability in themſelves to open. vey 3 
Secondly, Perſpicuity, in a plain, open Expreſſion to the 
People. WE | 
; Fir, Ability for matter of Learning; How can they 
en the Eyes of others, when they are blind themſelves ? 
hall we in this ſenſe expect night unto night to ſhew know- 
ledge ? They are called Lights: Now as St. Ferom, If the 


light which be in the Miniſter, the head, be darkneſs, bow 
great muſt the darkneſs be in the body of the People? They 


are 
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are Leaders, ſhould not they then know the Way them- 
ſelves? It was an ill Caſe with the Mraelites, when their 
Watchmen were all blind and dumb, Shepherds that did not 
underſtand, &c. And ſurely thoſe who lay hands on ſuch, 
are partakers of other Mens fins, and 5 to bear their Judg- 
ment. St. Chryſoſtom thought it juſt, they ſhould be both 
puniſh'd alike, notwithſtanding any Excuſe or Miſtake in 
them. The Prophet ſpeaking of ſuch ſaith, Woe to the 
idol Shepherd, and the Pſalmiſi's Deſcription agrees to them, 
Who have eyes and ſee not, neither ſpeak they through their 
tbroat; and they that make them are like unto them, Some 
read it, Ve Paſtori nihili, and an Idol is nothing. in the world, 
(1 Cor. 8.) The complaint of a Father in his time, may be 
taken up for ſome Dioceſies now, Curritur in Eccleſia curas 
paſſim ab omni atate © ordine doctis pariter Gindoctis, tan- 
quam ſine cura iam quiſq; vitturms fit, quum ad curas perve- 
nerit, The calling of the Miniſtry is Myſterious : Now, if 
for Arts and . ordinary Trades, Men do rot take the Pro- 
feſſion on them ' till they have been ſume Years practiſed in 
them: How much more Cauſe have we to be many Years 
at the Schools of the Prophets, to gain the Tongue of the 
Learned, before we aſſume this Mzniftration of the Spirit? 
That of our Saviour is obſervable, that tho' he was able 
enough at twelve Years, yet he Preached not *till he was 
thirty: By that perfect Age (ſaith Gregory) implying the 
perfection of Parts requiſite to that Function; being as St. 
Chryſoſtom, Onus angelicis humeris formidandum. What 
Preſumption is it then (ſaith the ſame Father) for Men to 
be Ambitious of being Shepherds, when they are ſcarce 
Sheep? To be Captains, when they are hardly Chriſt's 
Soldiers; to guide the Stern, before they know how to 
handle the Oar 2? The Apoſtles were firſt Diſciples before 
Doctors; Learners before Leaders. And as our Saviour 
bade them tarry at Hieruſalem, till they ſhculd be indu'd 
with power from on high ; ſo tis good Ceuncil for many to 
return to the Univerſity, *till they are better furni11'd 
and like the wiſe Virgins, to be ſparing in the ſtoring of 
others with Oil, left they have not enough for themſeives, 
*Tis good in this, as in other matters, To be ſwift 10 hear, 
but flow to ſpeak, till they be fit for it. Ahimaaz, that was 
ſo eager to be ſent, and out-ran Cuſbi, when he came, ſpake 
little to the purpoſe. And ſo it is with ſome haſty Spirits 
for the Miniſtry; they that come in after them, like Cuſbi, 
do their „ The Bees in tempeſtuous Nea- 
ther (as St. Ambroſe oblerv'd) uſe to balance themſelves 
with little ſtones, left in m— flight they ſhould be * 
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by it. It is good Council for us in this Kingdom, where 

we ſhall meet with ſo many ſtorming Adverſaries to gain- 
ſay us, we had need to be well Poiſed with ſound and ſolid 
Knowledge, leſt we be carried away with every wind of 
Doctrine. For want of this it comes to paſs, that ſome 
Feed their People indeed, but it is with an empty Spoon, 


little or no Matter, Vox © praterea nibil; like the fooliſh 


Virgins Lamps, but little Oil. Inſtead of poliſhing the cor- 
ner Stones of the Temple, Their Doctrinè is but daubing 
with un-temper'd Mortar. A Formal out ſide of Preaching, 


but if it were weigh'd in the Balance of the Sanctuary, would 


be found very light, little Subſtance in it. 1 
Secondly, Perſpicuity and Plainneſs in their Sermons; 


What Hope is there of opening Men's Underſtandings, 


when the Matter deliver'd, is cloſed up from them? Twas 
St. Paul's aim to ſpeak Words eaſie to be underſtood, and ſo 
it ſhould be ours alſo. There is little difference in ſpeaking 
zn an unknown Tongue, and ſpeaking of things in an un- 
known Stile. Theſe ſtrong Lines and forced Eloquence in 
ſo high a Language, do little ſuit with G 0 D's Oracles, 
leſs fit that Word that muſt {ave the Soul. (A fault which 
this our Brother much Condemned himſelf for.) The 
Idolatrous Calf was of Gold, but the Serpent that gave 
Life, was made of plain Braſs, The Altar was to be but 
of Earth, or un-poliſh'd Stone, Types indeed they were 
of the mean hue of Chriſt himſelf. But they may reſemble 
the plainneſs of his Word too, which was uſually Illuſtrated 
by earthly Similitudes ; rather ſolid in the Matter, than 
gilded in the Stile, Our Saviour Preached not as he him- 
ſelf was able, but as the People were able to Hear, St. 
Paul profeſſes he came not in the inticing words of Mans 
Wiſdom, or excellency a Speech, We are not as many (ſaith 
he) who corrupt the Word of GO D, xamnaivoyre, a Me- 
taphor from Huckſters. That in the Law, Thou ſhalt not 
ſow thy vineyards with divers kinds\of ſeeds, is of force ſtill 
in this Particular: We muſt not blend the pure Seed of 
the Word, with the Chaff and Darnel of our own Conceits. 
*Tis a good Rule, that ſeeing we are Chriſt's Meſſengers, 
we ſhould fo Preach, as in our Conſciences we, are perſuaded 
he would have us; or, as we think the Apoſtles, if they 
were preſent themſelves, whom we do ſucceed, This were 
to do it in Sincerity, when with St. Paul, Asof GOD in 
the fight of GOD, ſo ſpeak we in Chrift. J wonder with 
what Face ſome can Pray before him, who is the Searcher 
of Hearts, for the Converſion of their Hearers by their 
Sermon; when res zpſa Joquitur, there can be no ſuch 
— | | : meaning 
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meaning in them, but rather their own Applauſe. Painted 
Glaſs is the more coſtly, but Plainer is the more perſpicuous, 

and ſo the more uſeſul. Men may ſpend much time to 

Paint and ſet their Sermons; but the Plainer, the more 
Profitable, The Child thrives more with the meer Milk 

of the Breaſt, than all other Sweet-Meats whatſoever. And 

tis ſure the ſincere Milk of the Word (as St. Peter calls itt) | 
drawn out of the the two Breaſts of the Church, the 01d and ; N 
New Teſtament, nouriſheth more to Everlaſting Life, than | 
all other Placentia, Men-plealing Oratory whatſveyer. The 
Word in the Parable-is compared to a Net, the World to 
the Sea, Men to Fiſhes, If we will have the Fiſh catch'd, 
the Net muſt be ſpread and unfolded ; and ſo muſt the 
Word be Explain'd, if we will be Fiſhers of Men. And 
from this, let none on the other ſide Collect, as if a Rude- 
nveſs of Speech were Juſtity'd, the Apparelling this Heavenly 
| Wiſdom in ſome tatter'd Stile. No; Eccleſc 12. 9. Be- 
| cauſe the Preacher was Wiſe, He gave good heed, and 
. ſought out words, and ſet them in order; he ſought out fit 
: Words, &c. Apta non alta : And certainly *tis the upſhot 
of all Learning, to diſtinguiſh Aptly and Clearly of that 
| which is Confuſed, and to illuſtrate Plainly that which is 
Obſcure. Some have a Faculty to ſpeak obſcurely of a plain 
Subject; as if according to that Threatning in the Prophet, 
They would cauſe the Sun to go down at noon, To do GOD's 
Work negligently, ye know is Curſed : We muſt do herein 
as David (1 Chron. 29. 2.) who prepared with all his might 
for the Houſe of GOD. the Oil in the Lamps of the 
Tabernacle. muſt be beaten, Exod. 27. 29.) to ſignife we 
muſt beat our Brains in the preparing for the light of the 
Word; not in this ſence, to offer ex tempore unto GOP, 
that which coſt us nothing : No, it ought to be with ſome 
Labour and Pains, Yet, as St. Auguſtin ſaith well, there 
is quædam diligens negligentia, commendable in a Preacher; 
| neither to have his Phraſe too curious, nor tco careleſs, 
5 qua fic ornatum detrabit, ut ſordes non contrabhit. While 
the Temple was in Framing in mount TLibanus, there was 
. doubtleſs the uſe of all Tools; but when it was ſet up, tis 
faid there was not then either Hammer or Axe, or any Took 
f Iron beard in it, It may be apply'd to this Spiritual 
uilding 3 while the Sermon is framing in the Study, 
makeuſe of all Authors; but in the very Delivery of it in 
| the Temple to the People, what needs there the noiſe of 
fo many Names of Fathers and other Writers, which often 
drowns the Matter it ſelf z and the producing of Heathen 
Poets, Methinks it is like the bringing of the — 
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ciſed into G O D's Houſe, of all the moſt 'unfitting. If 
thou ſhalt lift up ſuch Tools upon it (as tis ſaid of the Altar) 
#bou haſt polluted it. In a Word, fo Preach, that the 
Hearer may be Convicted, his Heart diſcovered, his 
Tongue confeſs not that Learning, Wit or Eloquence, but 

| That GOD is in you indeed, that your Tongues are touch'd 
with a Coal from GOD's Altar. Preaching conſiſts not in 
Flaſhes and Rhetorical Deſcants,and ſuch like pleaſing Vani- 
ties, but in the power and demonſtration of the ee in en- 
lightning the Mind, in wounding the Conſcience, and 

healing it again. Tbe tears of ibe People are the Preachers 
pPraiſe, ſaith St. Hierom. The words of the wiſe, ſaith Solomon, 
are as goads and nails. Dicuntur pungere, non palpare, ſaith 
the ſame Father, not to ſtroak, but to pierce z not to flatter, 
but to fright Men out of their evil Courſes : And fo much 
for the firſt Part of the Commiſſion, To open their eyes, 
The Second Part of the Commiſſion, To turn them from. 
is darkneſs to light, from the power of Satan unto GOD, no 
| | reat difference between them : For as Sin is often ſet ont 
| Darkneſs, ſo is Satan called the Power and the Prince of 
Darkneſs. As Grace is often reſembled by Light, ſo is GO D 
alſo called Lzght it ſelf, the Father of Light, &c. Howloever 
if this be a Preacher's Office to turn others, this Concluſion 
maſt neceſſarily follow alſo, viz. he muſt be firſt turned him - 
} + ſelf: They muſt not then be ſuch as Jive in the Works of 
1 7 Darkneſs, and under the Power of Satan tbemſelves. What 
1 4 effect can that Ambaſſador expect, when his Actions ſhall 
A contradict his Treaties ? Can he hope to draw others to 
take the Oath of Allegiance, when he refuſeth it himſelf? 
When our Lives do not ſecond our Doctrine; we ſhall but 
pull down with one Hand, what we build up with the 
other. He that would have a Sermon effeqtual (ſaith a 
Father) Muſt firſt read it himſelf. He can only ſpeak as he 
ought. who lives as he ſhould. What ſweetneſs can there be in 
VM ; that Speech to the Hearers, when tis contradiFed within the 
1% Conſcience of the Speaker ? They can care but little far bis 
| | Counſel, who is himſelf careleſs of his Life. How ſhall be 
bleſs the People, when he ic in a curſed Eſtate himſelf ? How 
ſhall he give the Body of Chriſt to others, who is not a Member 
bimſelf? As neither the blind nor lame Sacrifce were 
accepted with G O D (Hab. 1.) So are they as unprofi- 
table with Man: The blind in Knowledge, the halt in 
Converſation. Prædicat viva voce, qui vita & voce, St. 
Paul bids Timothy be an example to the Believers in his Con- 
verſation. Titus in all things to ſhew himſelf a pattern of Good 
works, Gravity, &c. St. Peter exhoxts the Elders to be 
| | Ex- 


"> eat Semen, © _ oat 
Examples to the Flock; tis the ſame Word in all three, 
quay a Metaphor from a Seal or Stamp, to which the 
People are like the Wax or Paper, who accordingly receiye 
their Print. St. Ambroſe well calls the Miniſters Life, 
the Peoples Looking-gla's, according to which they uſually 
Dreſs themſelves, as taking whatſoever he doth to. be 
_ Goſpel : Now, if the Glaſs be falſe, the Eye be evil, how 
can the whole Body but be diforder'd, and full of darkneſs ? 
Nay, he ought to fly the very ſuſpicion of bis fame, that 
he be not ſo much as accuſed or ilHreported. | 
His Life ſhould be like the Land of Goſben, light, tho“ 
all the reſt of Zgypt be dark. Like G7deon's Fleece, wes 
with the Dew of Heaven, tho' all the ground about be dry. 
Gregory well compares the Preacher to the Cock, as in his 
Meſſage, which is to cry with St. Paul, Nox praceſſit, &c. 
The night is paſt, the day is at hand: So in his preparation, 
Qui prius alis inſonat, quam cantus emittat ; firſt wakes 
himſelf, before he wakes others: So, ſaith he, ſhould a 
Preacher, firſt ſhake off the duſt of his own Feet, and then 
take care to clean others; firſt move himſelf in good Works, 
and then draw and drive on others; firſt Repent himſelf, 
and then denounce a Judgement on them that do not: And 
for this exemplary innocent Liſe, both in your Selves and 
Families, hath it not been ſeriouſly Charged, and ſolemnly | 
Vowed, both at your Ordination and Conſecration; many 
Prayers then made for you in it, if ſo be it be yet in van ? 
: And certainly it is a thing moſt neceſſary in this Kingdom, 
where there are ſo many that will not hear our Words; 
there our Works muſt be the Preacher; where they ſhat 
their Eyes againſt the Light of the Word, there the Light 
of our Lives mult ſhine before them. And Examples are 
the ſtronger Cords of the two. What we ſay Proverbially of 
the Plough, That it thrives beſt when the Husbandman ſaith 
not Ite, but Venite : So it is with the Seed of the Word. 
When the Sower can ſay with St. Paul, Be followers. of me, 
as you ſee me do, do likewiſe. The Life and Doctrine are 
like that Sign of Caſtor and Pollux; when they are ſeen 
together, are a preſage of a proſperous Voyage; when 


aſuͤnder, they portend a dangerous Storm. If thou liveſt well 


(ſaith St. Hierom) thou art as the ſpiritual Man, Fudge of all: 
If thou teacheſt well and Iiveſt ill, a judge only of thy ſelf, and 
Judged of all. By thy Teaching,thou telleſt the People how 19 live ; 
by thy Life, thou ſheweſt GO D how to Condemm thy ſelf. 
There are ſome like Nebuchadnezzar's Image, the Head 
was of Gold, but the Feet of Clay. They have golden 

Wits, but their Converſation is Earthly and Senſual, rid 
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ther that be true or no that is Proverbially ſaid of Tuſſer, 
1 that he wrote excellently well of Husbandry, but himſeli 
| wu᷑eas the worſt Husband that ever Water wet; tis true of 
many in this ſence, who can Preach very well to ſave 
others, but caſt away themſelves. In a word, let us ſo 
teach and ſo do, that we may both ſave our ſelves, and them 
| that bear us. And Thomas Aquinas makes it CH diffi- 
culty for a Prelate to be ſaved, than another Man, for this 
| | ' Reaſon, Becauſe be bath other Mens ſins lying upon him, beſides 
1 bis own; and for the ſame cauſe, St. Chryſoſtom ſaith the like 
ih of Miniſters alſo, and that ſeriouſly, That be thought few of , 
7 them would be ſaved, both becauſe more is expected from them 5 
than from others, and their Sins greater than tbe Sins of others. 
The hazard of which St. Auguſtin ſaith was the cauſe be ſo 
wept at bis Conſecration, The like ſaith St. Ambroſe, No 
| Office more excellent; and if they fall none, more dangerous. 
{ A great honour, ſaith St. Hierom, but if they fin, a great fall; 
E | the one is not ſuch a Joy, as the other a Sadneſs, The nearer 
=. - we approach to GOD in our Service, the greater is the 
*Offence, if we ſhall run into Rebellion. See the Apoſtles 
Argument, Rom. 2. 21, 22, 23, 24. Thou that teacheſt 
another, teacheſt thou not thy ſelf ? Thou that preacheſt, &c. 
| | In the Law, tis obſery'd the Meaſures and Weights of the 
f Sanctuary, were double to the Common; and fo are the Sins - 
? of the Officers of GO D's Sanſt uary that draw nigh to him, 
| double and treble to the ſame Sins in the Common- people. 
If the Prieſt annointed did fin, his Offering for Expiation, 
was to be as much as for the Sin of the whole Congregation s 
ſo the Sins of ſuch as are conſecrated and ſet apart for GOD's 
Service, require a deeper meaſure of Repentance ; a greater 
portion of Sorrow, than might ſuffice for many others, by 
how much they are the more ſcandalous. And hath not 
this of late been the Cauſe of the Contempt of our Calling ? 
That the Vulgar (tho? erroneouſly) have argued from the 
Perſons to the Offices, according to that of Malac. 7. 8. 
Becauſe ye have departed out of the way, and corrupted the 
Covenant of Levi, therefore have I made you baſe and con- 
temptible before all the people, according as you have not kept 
im ways. A good ſtrict Life, needs no other help to gain 
| reſpect. Vice uſually ftands in awe of Virtue. See but | 
23 that inſtance in Herod, who feared John, and obſerved him, 
| becauſe he was a juſt man, and a holy, &c. *Tis the preſcription 
of St. Paul to Timothy and Titus for it: I ſpeak the more 
of it, in regard the contrary hath been pretended, as the 
Original of all theſe ſtirs. A preſent lamentable Example 
-we have in this Perſon, the Fruit of whoſe Life hath _— 
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this ignominious Death, both Scandalous, both Lamented- 


Vet in this differing, his Life a continual Spiritual Death? 


his Death a beginning, and a great p of a Spiritual 


Life. Let him Die in your Thoughts for his Life ; but let 

him live in your Memories by his Penitent Death; forget 
the former, and imitate the latter. And thus we have 

conſider d the ſecond Part of the Text, A nee to this 
2 Brother, as it was to have been his Employment towards 

A word of it only as it was effed, ound in bimſelf; 
and ſo we ſhall 2 done ie: od f 3 _ 15 
Le have here a three-fold Metaphorical Deſcription of 
the ſinful State of Nature before Converſion, and the State of 
Grace after it. 4 


Tbe former by 1. Blindneſs, 2. Darkneſs, 3. Slavery. 


The latter by 1. She, 2. Light, 3. Liberty. 

The Diviſion of the former is ſomewhat like St. John's 
Tricotomize, &c. referring all in the World to the Eye, the 
Fleſh, and Life; according to the uſual Diſtin& ion of Sins, 
into thoſe of the Heart, Fact and Cuſtom. The firſt ex - 
norantia, the ſecond ex Infirmitate, the third ex Studio, As 
this ſinful Condition by nature is 4 dead eſtate, you may 
3 three Degrees of it, according to a Diſtinction of 

t. Auguſtin s. The firſt (Blindneſs) is like the Man dead in 


bis Bed. The ſecond (Darkneſs) put into his Coffin, The 


third (under the power of Satan) laid in his Grave. Three 


ſuch our Saviour raiſed to Life, ra; Daughter in her 


Bed within doors. The Widow of Naim's Son in his Coffin 
carrying out. And Tazarus putrifying in his Grave: All 
were Miracles, but the laſt the greateſt. Such ſeveral De- 
grees of Sinners, is St. Paul here ſent to raiſe from the Death 


of Sin, to the Life of Grace; to the laſt Degree of which 


(to magnifie G O D's Mercy the more) was this our Brother 
fallen, and raiſed again by Repentance. 
1. Thefirft Degree of our wretched Eſtate before Conver- 
ſion, is {et out by a Blindneſs (to open their eyes, therefore 
blind before) which indeed is like his, John g. 1. from our 
very birth. And yet in many things, this of the Soul is 
worſe than that of the Body. He that is blind in Body is 
glad of a Guide, theſe often ſcorn Inſtruction; the former 


thinks them happy that ſee, and deſires it; zbeſe deſpiſe ſuch, 


and will not ſee tho they might, The one believes he is 
blind, and Jaments it. The other thinks he ſees well enougb, 
like the Phariſees (Jobm 9. 41.) The Corporally Blind ſome- 
times exce! in parts of the Mind, as Memory, &c. But 2 
Man $:rituall Blind, hath no good thing in him at all. 


4 Biſhop AT HERT ONs 
2. Tre ſecond by a Darkneſs, as the World the firſt Day of 
the Creation way — and: vord, wrapt up m fuſed 
Darkneſs ; ſuch is our eſtate, as we are Born at firſt, void of 
all good ( Rom. 7. 18.) Darkneſs in the Underſtanding, 
Gefion in the Affeſt ion: and Conſcience : And there is 
ſome: ſimilitude between them. Firſt, a Man in Darkneſs 
_ is ſubject to Error, ſo are ſuch to go aftray, reſembled in t 
loft Groat and Sheep. Secondly, Subject to ſtumbling, ſo are 
theſe to dangerous Falls and Scandals in their Lives, till they 
ſlip at laſt into that Pit of darkneſs. Thirdly, Inſemſible of 
any evil before them. So are theſe of Hell and Damnation, 
let them be never ſo often warned. Fourthly, Subject to 
Miſtabes, to think they are right when they are wrong. So 
are ſuch often ſtrongly conceited, they are in the way to 
Heaven, and yet Poſting the contrary. La#ly, Subject to 
Fears and Frights ; ſuch is the Caſe of thoſe, who live in the 
Works of Darkneſs, they have many Horrors and Sares 
within their Conſciences, eſpecially if they fall into danger of 
Death, by Sickneſs or any other Accident : The ſame which 
2bjs our Brother often acknowledged to have been bis Condition 
Before his Converſion. VVV 
3. Thirdly, By a Slavery, and the worſt of any (ommi malo 
G exitio pejor) under the Power or Thraldom of Satan (2 Tim. 
2. 26.) An Emblem of it ye have in Sampſon, who had 
his Eyes firſt pull'd out by the Philiſtines, and then bound in 
Fetters, and made to grind in the Priſon ; tis ſo expreſsd 
Eſay 4.2. 7. To open the blind eyes, to bring out the. prafoners 
from the priſon-bouſe. Signified ſomewhat by the Iſraelites 
miſerable Eſtate in the Egyptian Bondage. THey were in 
A ſtrange Countrey, and ſo the more. helpleſs, hopeleſs, Such 
is this, where we are Piſgrims and Strangers: The Task- 
maſters may reſemble the Buffetings and cruel Exactions 
of our Spiritual Enemies, Pharaob commands to have their 
Children bild in the birib; and ſo doth Satan endeavour 
daily to cruſh the very firſt Motions and Beginnings of any 
Spiritual Birth in us, like the Dragon in the Revelation, 
when he could not Murther the Mother, attempted the 
Child as ſoon as it was born. Sin is in us as in the ſtreams; in 
Adam as in the Spring ; in the Devil as in the Sea, from 
whom as all comes, ſo to whom all that dye in them muſt V» 
return. And yet herein, as Anſelm obſerves, by ſome Cir- ' 
* the s 3 the —＋ the Sins we Men 
may be greater (ſaith he) He fins againſt G D. reprobatin 
him, Man againſt GO D recalling him. He is hardned + 
gainſt the puniſher of him, Man ' againſt. the allurer. He 
againit one not ſeeking bim, Man again one dying for bim. 
| | 2 2 


[ 
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For the ſtate of Grace by Converſion, *tis, - - - : 
I. Set forth here by Sight (to open) Corporal Miracles are 
ceaſed, but behold a Sbiritual, the greater remains, If any 
ſhould Queſtion us, whether the Word we Preach be Chriſt's, 
we may reply as our Saviour to the like from Jobn by his 


Diſciples, Go, tell him the blind ſee, the lame walk, &c. 


My works teffifie of me. And indeed it is Chriſt's work 
Originally, tho Inſtrumentally ours, Eliſha may fend his 
Servant, and his Staff, but no life to the Shunamites Child 
till he come himſelf. The Cock may Crow twice or thrice, 
but Peter remembers not himſelf till Chrift looks on bim. 
As *tis not all the outward Light in the Sun will make a Man 
ſee, if there be wanting the Light of the Eye within; ſo all 
outward Admonitionsayail not, without the ſeconding of 


them by the Spirit. The firſt thing made in the Creation 


Was e and ſo it is in the Regeneration, the Ligbining 
of the Conſcience, which Solomon calls the Candle of the Lord, 
ſearching all the inward parts of the heart, (and this was it 
that gave. the firſt Token of Spiritual Life in this our 
„„ „ d Os | CONT 
2. By Light, as Matth, 4. 16. The people that ſate in 
darkneſs ſam great light, and by it (to omit divers others) 
is eſpecially ſignified Comfort, as the contrary is. uſually by 
Dali... EL 
©. Obſerve hence, That Converſion puts a Man into a ligib- 


Some and -chearful Condition. See Pialm 97. 11. Lukc 1. 79. 


Matth. 9. 2. be of good cheer, &c. 5 | 
Object. It doth not ſeem ſo, but rather that wicked Men 
haye the merrieft Lives. | - | 

Anſw. Firſt, You muſt not always judge of Mzrth by 
outward Taugbter; Men ſometimes laugh more at a Jeſt than 
at the news of a Pardon: But they are ſaid to Joy in the 
latter, not in the former. 3 
Secondly, It may be the Fault of ſme Chriſtians, like 
Sampſon's le to Weep all the Days of the Feaſt; like 
Mary Magdalen, Lamenting the loſs of Chriſt, and yet ſhe 
was talking with him. Men may be in the Eſtate of Joy, 
and yet not apprehend it. Like Hagar, tho there was a 
Fountain of Water near her, yet till GOD opened ber 
eyes to ſee it, cries out for thirſt. 5 = 
© Thirdly, If we ſhall take a Survey of this Carnal Mirth, 
we ſhall-find it not worth the 2 For the brevity, Jon 
faith” enough, It laFeth but 2 a Moment. If like Fonas's 
Gourd it come up in one night, it withers the zext ; uſually ' 


* 


like that Creature the Naturaliſt ſpeaks of, Which dies the 
ſame Day it is 7 forth. If like the Marygold, their 
Hearts open in Mirth 


4 


at Sun- riſing, they ſhut again in Sad- 
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neſs before it be down. If it hath any Light in it, tis like 


that of a Candle (as Solomon compares it to) that gives a 
fair Light in a Room for the preſent, but the leaſt puff of 


Wind puts all out. In the midſt of their Jollity, the leaſt 
Fromn of a Superiour, a thwart of an Equal, any Affrom of an 
Inferior imbitters all. f ee ſtiff Knee, ſo turns 
the Edge of Haman's proud Heart, that all hit honour availed 


bim nothing, Nabal can be Merry enough at his drunken 


Feaſt o'er Night; but a little ill News told him in the 
Morning, makes his Heart to fink within him 1zke a ſtore. 
While the Play laſts, the Senſualiſt laughs, when tis done, 
he's in his dumps again. Whilſt the Gameſter wins, he's 
well pleas d; but when the Game once turns, and he hath 
made all away, he is ready to make away bimſelf. For the 
Fruit of it, tell me you that give your ſelves to Pleaſure 
all the Day, doth not a Heayy-heartedneſs conclude it in 


the Evening? Doth not uſually ſuch · ſenſual Mirth: go out 


like a Candle? Leaves the ſtink of a Snuff behind it, Pamp 
and fore Griefs within your Conſciences. I am ſure it was 
that which ibis our Brother often acknowledged; and it had 
deen ſaid by Solomon before him, Prov. 14. 13. In their 
laughter their heart is ſorrowful, (ſee the ſhortneſs) and the 
end of their mirth is heavineſs, (ſee the iſſue.) One fitly 
compares it to Lightning, which as it is but a Flaſh and away, 
ſo the Fruit of it is but a blaſt upon the Heart; and as 
after a Zightning often follows Thunder: So after this flaſhy 


_ 1 Mirth, Joud Cries and Tempeſts in the Confcience, take one 


with the other, and in Reaſon tis not worth the having. 
But this ſpiritual Joy adds no ſuch Sorrow with it, and even 
tho* ſorrowing, yet always rejoycing. T he poor Condition of 
the former, ſee Iſaiah 24. 7, 8. and the Magnanimity of 
the latter, Hab. 3. 17. of both which, having ſo lately 
taſted, how ſavoury have I heard this our Brother thus to 


_ diſtinguiſh, 


Thirdly, By a ſetting at Liberty (from the power of Satan) 


ſo tis expreſs'd (Luke 4. 18.) to Preach Deliverance, and 


ſetting at liberiy them that were bruiſed. Before every Luſt 

was a Commander, the Devil General; but now he is de- 
liver'd from them all, and out of the beavieſt Tak of Thral- 
dom, to the auſt glorzons liberty, even of the ſons of GOD. 


; 2 
To ranſom, or reſcue u Chriflian from the Slavery of the 


Turks, was ever accounted an honourable Act; but the 
Converting of a Sinner from the error of bis way, muſt - 
needs exceed it. I need not tell you, tis GOD's Act 
thus to enlarge the heart; tis plain it muſt be fo, if you 
conſider but the ſtrength of him under whom we are bound, 
and ſee how eſpecially it is given to the bleſſed x | 
F > F . \ a 0 D 
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5 Funeral Sermon. . 
GOD the Father draws : *Tis the Son which males you free 
indeed; where the Spirit of the Lord is, there j a liberty. 
What little freedom of Will we have naturally to any ſa- 
ving Good, this our Brother would ſufficiently teſtiſie in 
himſelf, who for a long time (tho he wanted no appre- 
henſion of his Miſery) continued ſtupid and ſenſeleſs, hea- 
vily complaining for the want of a ꝙpirit of Compunttion. 
Well he was once beld with the Cords of bis own Sins, in 
the ſnare of the Devil, taken captive of him at his will; but 


Bleſſed be the Lord that hath not given him as a prey unto bis 


zeeth, bis ſoul is eſcaped as a* Bird out of the ſnare of the 
Fowler the ſnare is broken, and be is deliver d. Ll : 
And now having {gen the Enlargement of him: Let us 


in Concluſion take a Hort view of the Latitude of G D', | 
| Mercy to him, (which ſtands always wide open to penitent 


Sinners) in the Third and laſt Part of the Text, the bappy 


Fruit of all, in his receiving Forgiveneſs. 
| 0 


For the Doctrine herice obſervable, That wherefoever 
there is true Cx yo given, there is Forgiveneſs attained. 
I ſhall not need to enter into any farther Declaration, ſo 
many worthy late Divines have ſo fully opened it, that I 
ſhould but light a Candle to the Sun in it. Only let me 
ſay thus much, That if St. Paul were the firſt upon whom 
Jeſus Chriſt did ſhew forth all long ſuffering and mercy, for a 
Pattern for them that ſhould come hereafter, this our Brother 


might be a ſecond, in whom GO D's Mercy hath been 


infinitely magnify d. In his own Judgment he cenſured 


himſelf above all former Precedents whatſvever, even of 


Manaſſes himſelf, who he thought had not that Knowledge, 
was not truſted with that Function, and incurred not that 


Scandal. And yet for this particular, he had it not only by 


evident Arguments made apparent to him, but alſo by a 
rare Meaſure of ſpiritual Refreſbings ſealed within him, A 
high Foals a deep Repentance : And loe, à large Dole of 
Comfort. | 

And let it not ſeem ſo improbable, that fo great a Sinner 
upon ſo humble a Contrition, ſhould have ſuch an Enlight- 
ning. Our Saviour appeared firſt to Mary Magdalene before 
all others, who had ſeven Devils caſt out of her. St. Peter 


had foully deny'd his Maſter witb 0aths and Curfes, yet 
' after his bitter Weeping, our Saviour appeared to him, be- 


fore he did to the reſt; and the Angels gave a more ſpecial 
Charge to tell the bleſſed News of his Reſurrection to him, 


than to the others. Tis true he was but an Irfant for his 


time. (*T'was his own Speech, be reckon'd himſelf but a 
week 01d.) Now for Infants, the Father ſometimes ſmiles 
more upon then, takes them oftner in his Arms, than 


| when they come to farther Years, And ſuch is found by 
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experience to be GOD's- dealing with ſome. of his at their 
_ firſt Converſion es When the {ſraelites were newly deliver d 
dut of Egypt, GOD was more careful at that inſtant for 
their 8 Travel, than afterwards, (Exod. 13. 17.) 


es 4 * * 


More Mirth was made at the very Return of the Prodigal, 


than had been for the other Brother, that had never ſo 
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Offended. More Joy for the return of one loſt Sheep, than 


for the ninety nine, not gone aſtray. And if we can be 


perſwaded, he might Reap a full Crop, of Joy in Heaven 


afterwards: Why may it not be belieyed, he might. re- 
ceive ſome firſt Fruits, as an earneſt, ſongs ſew. Hours before 


here. | 


Concerning theſe ſpiritual Refrgſhings, ſame. of our 
Practical Divines obſerve theſe Paſficulars, That either 
they follow ſome deep Humiliation (Ejay 66, 2.) I will look 
20 bim that is of acontrite ſpirit, &c. Or, as a Reward after 
2 Conflict with Victory. (Revel. 2. 17.) To bim that over- 


cometh will Igive of the hidden Manna,  &c. Sometimes it is 


accompanied with Satans malice, like St. Paul aftet his 
Revelations, had the meſſenger Satan buffeting him, (2 Cor. 
12. 7.) The effects are ſome extraordinary Spirit of Prayer, 
(Rom. 8. 15, 16.) A farther Abaſement of the Party him- 
ſelf; as Job after he had ſeen G O D, (Chap. 42. 3, 6.) an 
undervaluing all the things of this World in reſpect of it, 


* * 


as David (Pſalm 4. 12.) A longing 5 have that Joy in its 


fulneſs, like St. Paul aſter his es, wiſhing 10 be 


| 1 (Philip. 1. 23.) And for the time: tis obſerv'd 


uſually to be againſt ſome heavy Ttyal, a Viaticur againſt 
the approach of Death, or the like. Now all - theſe were 
evidently found in him ; His Sorrow was deep, his ones : 
many, the Effe#s were to my Admiration, and the Time 

very ſeaſonable, being deferr'd *till that very. i rok. 


before his Execution, (the Cauſe I believe of his fo undaunte 


a Spirit at the fight of it.) Well, you ſee how fitly Re- 
pentance may be termed a yauxuzingor; the Root ig bitter, 
but the Fruit ſweet ; tis a ſtormy Voyage, but a rich Return, 
a Medicine, but very Soverezgn. At the entrance, 
*tis like our Saviour's draught of Gal and Vinegar, but the 
concluſion is like the end of Foxatbharn's Rod, dipp'd in a 


. Hony-comb, the End of that Man is in Peace and Joy, Pour 


% 


out as many Tears upon thy Self-offering to GOD, as Elijab 
did water the ſecond and third time upon his Sacrifice at 
Mount Carmel, The fire of GOD's Ppirit ſhall Jpg] 
and ick up thoſe Drops into Spiritual Joys, aud dry up 4 


Po ys, aud dry up all 
tears from thine eyes. The Spirit of the Lord may be well fad | 
o move upon the face of ſuch waters. Theſe Rivers, & ſhey 


. 


ave their Head d aradiſe, their Spring iv Heaven; 10 
y return to Heaven again. This holy” ater drawn 15 
„ 5 4 > * t 
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this Spiritual Marriage, will Chriſt turn into Vine indeed. 1 
ges fach the Garments of Gladneſs for the Spirit of Heavineſs, 1 — M 
To Conclude, How can it be, but 2 Rate; When 1 
a Man is aſſured his Sins are forgiven ? He hath Pegoe with - 
60 D, Peace of Conſcience, Peace with Death, The 'two 
latter are Conſequences of the firſt, © 
_ Firſt, He hath Peace with GOD, Rom. 5. 1. They 
report ſome Fires ting will quench them but Blood. Tis 
true of the Wrathfof GOD for Sin, nothing but the Blood 


of Chriſt can appegye. . It was Reboboam's Speech to the 
e 


| 7 My little 
Tis true in this ſe 
Diſpleaſure, is mo 


be heavier than my Fathers loins. 

e, wr Sin, the leaſt degree of G O D's 

then all the Worlds. A Man without 

this Peace, be he de with Jewels, is but like a fair a ꝑ 

Room 7zcbly? hu wants a Roof; Who would make 

Choice of it for his Lodging? Such is the Man, be he never 

ſo gorgerouſly apparelFd, if he lies yet open to the BRev enge 

of Heaven, whoſe iniquities are not covered. Let it be the „ 

Praiſe of Italy to be the Garden of the World: It is a Chriſti- 

an's Happineſs to be the Garden of GOD, that the Thee of 
Life is in the midſt of him, that GOD ic at Peace with him. 

Secondly, He hath. Peace of Conſcience, The Earth no 

outward weight can move, yet the ſtirring a few unruly 

Vapours within, will make ſome Parts to quake : There are 

ſome Men, no outward Croſſes can trouble, hut the Guilt 

of ſome ſecret Sins within hath made them gremble. The 

Soul of a wicked Man is often like a troubled Sea, or like 

the Ship in a Storm the Diſciples were toſs'd in; but as ſoon 

as Chriſt entred, there was a Calm. So as ſoon as the Con- 

ſcience is poſſeſsd of Chrift, there is Peace. Some when 

they are diſquieted in their Minds, do as David wilh'd he 

could do (Pal 55. 7.) When fearfulneſs and borror over- 

- whelmed him, Ob, that I had Wings like a Dove, then would | _ 
1 f away and be at reſt. Go travel, as if they would out- + Sel 

ride the cry of Conſcience which they carry with them. — 

Some ſend for Muſick, as Saul for a Harper when: His evil 

2 came upon him. Others deal with their Conſtiences, 

that thus Arreſt them in GO D's: Nanie, as ſome have hs 4 

done with the Sr jeant, make him Drunk, and ſo eſcape 'Y 

him. Theſe ways and the like, had this our Brother tried I 

formerly, but found no ſound Peace, till he thus turned to N28 

x Chriſt, tbe Prince of it. The Marriners in that might 

nd. Tempeſt, rowed hard to get the Ship to Land, but no 

alt | means would do, till Jon as was caſt out, and then preſently 

id | the Sea ceaſed from ber raging. I have been a Witneſs of 

ey | ſtrong Tempeſts raiſed within his Conſcience, when he firſt =» 

Z grew ſenſible, but after he had dz5hurther'd it, and out with . 
9 WS OW ; 
| thoſe preſſing Sins, in ſuch ſalt and oyer-flowing Tears, in 
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1 Conſeſtion and N eh he bon found the Peaks of that 4 


l Dove ſtraye 


ing in the deepeſt degree of his Hurt 


: pron I is in 
- CA 


FE m 


this ſpiritual Sealing, hath been manifeſted before many 


* 


Call of our Saviour, Come unto me you that are weary and 
 be:avy. laden, and I will give you reſt. Having like Noah's 
from the Ark of Chrift, he found no reſt for 

the Feet. FX Soul, till he returned to Chr again. Tis 
a uſual Diviſian of theſe four ſorts of Confcbenck a guiet but. 
not a good, neither, 4 nor quiet, a 09g 4 quiet, both ' 
00d and quiet, - The two former he hl box rience of in his 
iſe, the two latter near his Death | 

and che Happineſs of the other .{h 
chang d) how ſenſibly have THeardghi 


tent, than in the height of all his fi 
calls the. Canſcience G0 D's o_ 
o is GO D's 1 | * 
fore as ive that w «:Ceſar's 10 Caſar, ke _ | 
e: 5. to give Fehis whiches 6 0D's 10 G Abe And 
| good Conſcience before G O D and Man, tis cheſt Pearl, 
invaluable Treaſure under Havel St. Paul's Glory 
nd Foy, 1 Corinth. pO 12s Ads 23. 1. | 
Thirdly, He hath Peace with Death A Bee 128 ber 
ing is more fear d than hurtful; tis ſo with this, once freed... 
from the Guilt of Sin, — ſting of of it. He that knows 
owes ing, flies not the A pprone ey the Bayliff. He - 
is aſſured of the blotting out of the Hand · writing He. _ ? 
ainft bim, needs not to ſhun Hex Areeſt of Death. | 
adden, yet tis not untimely to him. What a (nn 198 of 
This Chriſtian Valour was found in this our Brother after 


Whrineſſes, and needs not any Repetition here. Only obſerve 
what this bleſſed Change in him, had wrought in others, 
of him. He once wept much by himſelf in private, when 
The Tongues of Men with good Cauſe were open againſt - 
him in Publick, Now Tears of all forts tre ſhed for” him 
== when he had —.— within hitnſelf ſecretly, He 
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